OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on

 Monday 19th May 2014 at 19.45pm
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs Osborne
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr Childs, Mr R Ling, Mrs Lincoln, Mr Hook, Mrs Grant, Mrs Vaughan, Mrs Lord, Mr Liddell.
14.14 Nomination to Chair Meeting – Mr A Ling was proposed by Mrs J Vaughan and seconded by Mr B Childs.




14.15 Acceptance of Office

Chairman -
Mr A Ling proposed by Mrs A Lord, seconded Mrs J Vaughan. Declaration of Acceptance to Office signed.
Vice Chairman -
Mr B Childs proposed by Mrs A Lord, seconded Mrs Vaughan
14.16 Appointment of Officers

Otley Community Council representative – 
Mr A Ling*
SALC representative – 

          

Mr A Ling*
Responsible Finance Officer – 
         

Mrs Osborne*
Emergency Planning Officer -
        

Mrs Vaughan*
Finance committee -
Chairman Mr A Ling, Mr R Ling and Mrs I Lincoln*
Planning committee - 
Mr A Ling, Mr Hook, Mrs Grant, Mr M Liddell and Mrs Vaughan*
Rights of way - 

Mr R Ling *
(* Proposed on block by Mrs S Grant and seconded by Mrs J Vaughan, all in favour).  It was resolved that all Officers and Sub-Committees are appointed as above.
14.17 Apologies for absence -
PC D Howgego of WSNT, Cllr P Bellfield due to illness.
14.18 To receive members’ declarations of interest to items on agenda – none received but Councillors reminded to ensure their on-line register is up to date.

14.19 Public Forum – no members of the public were present.

14.20 Minutes of meeting held on 10th March 2014 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  

14.21 Matters arising -   
a) Village Hall will be donated free of charge for PC sponsored first aid courses to be organised towards the end of the year by Mrs A Lord.
b) Clerk to contact Surgery to get their advice on how easy defibrillators are to use and get their recommendations and PC will discuss at a later date.
c) Bus shelter application for Newlands to be progressed.  Signatures have been collected by Mrs B Rudderham to support the application.
d) Mr D Hook will chase SCC to progress village gates project.

e) WSNT Priorities Setting Meeting to be included as a regular agenda item.
14.22 Finance – 
a) To authorise cheques for signature – payment of cheques agreed.  Proposed Mr R Ling and seconded Mrs S Grant and authorised by all councillors.  

Heelis & Lodge Audit Fees - £55.00

SALC Membership Subs - £283.00
b) To authorise payments for approval – none.
c) To receive the financial report from the RFO including balances at bank – 

Balances are as follows:

Community C/Acc
 £   256.48 Cr






Business premium Acc   £ 8,792.92 Cr

The first instalment of precept has been received 

d) To receive the internal Audit Report from Heelis & Lodge – All councillors received a copy of the internal audit report via email.  The internal audit found the Council has satisfactory internal financial controls in place and made recommendations to specify S137 payments and to close the petty cash which has been unused for several years.  It was resolved to close the petty cash proposed by Mrs I Lincoln and seconded by Mrs J Vaughan.  Clerk to action.
e) Acceptance of year end accounts and annual governance statement – The year-end submission to the Auditors, incorporating the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement, was presented by Mrs Osborne and discussed in full.  It was resolved that these be accepted in their present form and that Mr Ling as Chairman and Mrs Osborne as the Responsible Financial Officer should sign the documentation.  
14.23 Planning – 
· To receive planning decisions : Pear Tree Farm, Ipswich Road – re-construction of storm damaged barn for holiday accommodation (approved with conditions)
· To consider the following planning applications : -/1276 Bowerfield House; proposed use of first floor of outbuilding to residential annexe (no objections but recommend it should be annexed to main house and not used as a separate residential building), -/1259 Shrubbery Cottage; removal of cement render and replacement with lime & horsehair (no objections), -/1209 the Hoot, Moat Farm; erection of porch (no objections).
· It was resolved to become a member of Suffolk Preservation Society at a cost of £30pa.  SPS work with PC’s on strategic and major developments and may be useful to call on re: Hubbards development.  Proposed Mr M Liddell and seconded Mrs S Grant. Clerk to action. 
14.24 Highways
a) Parking issues outside primary school/doctors surgery seem to have improved but will continue to be monitored.
b) Clerk to action site meeting with Highways to discuss installation of speed camera signage.

c) Clerk to follow up improvement of road markings to highlight dangers to drivers of cars exiting the village hall car park and also the school.

d) Clerk to re-confirm regulations regarding mobile VAS signs and agenda for next meeting.

e) White lines at Otley bottom need refreshing.  Clerk to action.

f) Shrub/hedge needs cutting back outside Hazlewood at junction of Hall Lane.  Mr B Childs to contact owners to check if PC could cut.

g) Footpath improvements not been completed between Abend House and Annerley House on Helmingham Road.  Clerk to contact Highways.

14.24 Rights of Way 

Clerk reported that the P3 cutting scheme continues with SCC and R Calton is confirmed as the contractor.  Schedule has been updated by Mr R Ling and the Clerk. Clerk to organise an up to date copy of the footpath map for Mr R Ling. It was resolved that the permissive path joining footpath 49 and 50 continue to be cut but to be paid for by PC at cost no more than £20 per year (and not claimed back via P3 Scheme).  Proposed Mrs S Grant and seconded Mr B Childs.
14.25 District and County Councillor’s report – Cllr P Bellfield had not been able to attend and no report was received.
14.26 Community Police Report – WSNT had provided their report at the Annual Parish Meeting.

14.27 Community Council Report – this had been provided at the Annual Parish Meeting.

14.28 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –

a) An email was received from Mrs C Beaumont thanking the PC for their support to the FFY by means of donation.
b) Letter received from Vattenfall Scottish Power Renewables regarding East Anglia THREE offshore windfarm regarding formal consultation.  Clerk had already responded to confirm report would be accepted in CD format.
c) Mrs S Grant reported to the PC on a recent WSNT priorities meeting and is happy to be the PC representative at future meetings.
d) A letter from SCDC regarding Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) had previously been circulated to all councillors regarding advance notice of public consultations.
14.29 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda –
Mr M Liddell reported on a recent Neighbourhood Planning meeting; minutes of which had been previously circulated via email to all Councillors.  It was confirmed that the PC would receive a higher monetary sum from CIL on future planning applications if a neighbourhood plan was in place.  It will become a legal document and will require a substantial amount of work.  Currently, Councillors championing a neighbourhood plan cannot commit to the project so the PC must approach members of the community to seek a volunteer to steer a committee.  Clerk to add to next agenda.

14.30 Date of next meeting – 
Monday 14th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall (back room)

With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 20.50pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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