
OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th January 2014
Present:

Clerk: 

Mrs Osborne

Chairman: 
Mr A Ling

Councillors:
Mrs I Lincoln, Mrs J Vaughan, Mrs A Lord, Mr R Ling, Mr D Hook, Mr M Liddell, Mr B Childs & 



Cllr P Bellfield
The meeting opened at 7.30pm
13.91
Apologies for absence – Mrs S Grant (approved)
13.92
Declarations of interest to items on agenda – Clerk declared an interest in item 13.97b 5 Pearl Close.

13.93
Public Forum – no members of the public were in attendance.

13.94
It was resolved the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2013 were an accurate record of that meeting.  All in favour.  

13.95
Matters Arising –
a. The letter to SCDC regarding S106 monies arising from the HTG re-development to be directed towards the pre-school had been previously approved via email and the letter posted 9th January.

b. The letter to SCDC regarding the Parish Council’s response to the planning application -/3229 Hubbards had been previously approved via email and the letter posted 9th January.

c. 2014 Real Poppy Campaign was raised but agreed that it was not suitable for Otley with the many agricultural fields surrounding the village.  Clerk to forward details to Community Council.

13.96
Finance – 

a. It was resolved to authorise the following payments by cheque: £36.00 Community Council for hall rent.  Proposed Mr R Ling, seconded by Mr D Hook.  All in favour.

b. It was resolved to authorise all payments Clerks Expenses £127.80 grit bin & £18.05 stationery via BACS.
Proposed Mr R Ling, seconded by Mrs J Vaughan. All in favour.

c. To receive the financial report from the RFO including balances at bank –
Community Account 

£319.99
Instant Saver Account

£6,805.98
13.97 Planning Matters

a. To receive planning decisions: Homeleigh, Chapel Road – re-design and relocation of garage.  Approved.

b. To consider the following planning applications: DC/13/3745 5 Pearl Close – single storey rear extension.  No objections.

13.98 There was no update from the Neighbourhood Planning Team with regards a meeting with Hilary Hanslip but Mr D Hook will be attending a free Neighbourhood Planning Event in February organised by East Suffolk Partnership.
13.99 Highways Matters -
a. Mr G Cant raised continuing problems with HGV’s using Charity Lane.  Clerk to contact WSNT to establish if anything can be done to help.
b. Clerk to report uneven/sunken pavement on Helmingham Road between Abend House and Annerley House.

c. A letter to the Doctors Surgery highlighting parking issues opposite the school on Chapel Road was approved.  Clerk to write an article regarding the parking problems for the Church Magazine and Grundisburgh News. 

13.100 Rights of Way -
a. Mr A Ling to check fallen tree across the bridge on The Gulll.  Clerk to report tree across Gypsy Lane about half way down.
13.101 To receive the District & County Councillor’s report – Cllr Bellfield informed the meeting that SCC will need to save £146m over the next 4 years.  In the next financial year alone they will be making savings of £36.8m; mainly from cancelling CSD contract with BT and bringing in-house and savings on landfill tax with the incinerator opening.  There will also be reductions on back office staff but Cllr Bellfield re-iterated there will be no increase on council tax.  SCC have been publicising the free school meals entitlement as each additional child claiming provides extra funding for the school.  
SCC is looking to finance 80 apprenticeships in the next financial year through grants.  SCC is also looking at cross border partnerships with Essex and Cambridgeshire to partner various departments.  Cllr Bellfield was pleased to report that there are 20 available internships for a 12 week period and applications need to be submitted by 28th January.  Further details can be found at risinghighsuffolk.org.uk.  Cllr Bellfield reported that SCC had been in court regarding the Martlesham building of 2,000 houses and should the judge find in the favour of the protestors then the local plan and core strategy will be void.  Cllr Bellfield has asked local clubs and charities to contact him if necessary as there remains a nominal sum in the locality budget.  It was confirmed that SCDC will move out of the Melton Hill offices but it is not confirmed where to and the Boundary Committee is due to report at the end of the month with confirmed ward boundary changes. 
Cllr Bellfield was shown a letter received by the PC from Ian Maxwell regarding S106 monies and the limited funds available to the Under 5’s.  Clerk to establish % of social housing already in the village and Cllr Bellfield will speak on our behalf to keep the affordable housing to only the 3 required in the Housing Needs Survey.  Cllr Bellfield suggested Philip Ridley be contacted and an invitation for Ben Woolnough to make a visit to the pre-school.  It was agreed to have a better dialogue with the pre-school committee and establish how far they have managed to proceed with plans and budget. 

13.102 To receive the Police Report – No report was received.

13.103  To receive the Community Council report –Mr A Ling reported that new volunteers were required to organise the annual Christmas dinner dance this year following Mr & Mrs M Wright stepping down as organisers.  Mrs I Lincoln volunteered to represent the PC at the next Community Council meeting on 3rd March at 8pm.
13.104 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –
a. An email received from Mr T Barrett was read to the meeting; confirming there are now 8 volunteers in the village taking part in Community Speed Watch.

b. An email received from Mrs A Treloar was read out regarding nuisance dogs at Oak House, Helmingham Road.  Mr D Hook will speak to the owners.

c. An email was received from Llangollen 2014 confirming Suffolk Singers are accepted to compete in Choir Competition.  Clerk to forward details to Rose Rogerson for inclusion in the Church Magazine and send a letter congratulating them on their success.

d. A letter was received from the Baptist Chapel thanking the PC for their continued grant towards the upkeep of the graveyard.

e. A meeting was to be arranged with Neil McManus to discuss S106 monies but it was felt that we should be contacting Philip Ridley in Planning rather than the education departments.

f. A letter was received from Magpas requesting financial support but it was felt that the precept was already allocated for the next financial year and that we would have to sadly decline.
13.105 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda – Clerk to draw up a petition and pre-written letter for the Under 5’s to acquire signatories to show the Planning Department at SCDC the village support towards the project via limiting the affordable housing to only 3.  Clerk to ascertain the closing date for the outline planning application 3229 Hubbards re-development site.  Mr R Ling raised the Emergency Contingency Plan being out of date.  Mr R Ling, Mr B Childs and Mrs J Vaughan were voted by all onto a sub-committee to draw up a new plan.  Mr M Liddell asked whether the village hall should have defibrillators.  Clerk to pass information to Community Council.  Mrs A Lord asked whether the PC might offer a St John’s Ambulance first aid training day for the community.  A Lord to establish costings and clerk to forward details to community council as this could be a joint project with the PC.  Clerk informed the meeting that costings had now been received in relation to the new signage for the Under 5’s.  Clerk to contact Cllr P Bellfield to establish whether the Locality Budget might fund this.
13.106 Date of next meeting – Monday 10th March 2014 7.30pm Otley Village Hall

With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 9.05pm

Signed …………………………………………………………………  Date……………………
