OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 9th March 2015
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs V Osborne
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mrs I Lincoln, Mrs J Vaughan, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr M Liddell, Mrs A Lord, Mr B Childs and three members of the public.
The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  
14.111 Apologies for absence – Cllr P Bellfield and PSCO Sally-Anna Chatten Berry.
14.112 Declarations of interest to items on agenda – Mr D Hook and Mrs J Vaughan both declared an interest relating to point 117b.
14.113 Public Forum – The standing orders were suspended to allow the members of the public to speak.  They raised concerns regarding the planning application for Flying Otters and the backfill development, access to the proposed bungalow with such a narrow driveway, parking issues with the village store close by and bus depot opposite.  The public session closed at 7.37pm and the standing orders reinstated.
14.114 Minutes of meeting held on 19th January 2015 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  All in favour.
14.115 Matters arising -   
a) Sitings now agreed by Highways for the 4 posts for mobile VAS but concerns raised regarding positioning outside Swiss Farm and could one be closer to the pub.  Volunteers confirmed.  Clerk to ascertain weights of VAS/SID.  Majority vote for VAS which shows (30) and SLOW DOWN.  It was resolved Clerk to place order once approval from Suffolk Roadsafe & Highways regarding it meeting policy.  It was agreed not to purchase additional data collection but extra brackets and poster signs must be bought to meet policy.  All in favour.

b) Bus shelter now re-instated by Soames and it is understood that Mr Soames is looking into further kerbing/protection around this area.  Re-visit discussions at next meeting.

c) Clerk to request site visit by Tony Buckingham to Gibraltar Road Crossroads to discuss kerbing with PC and farmer.
d) It was resolved that all councillors accept 15b (i) of standing orders and will receive summons via email.
14.116 Finance – 
a) There were no cheques to authorise.
b) It was resolved to authorise payments – £41.46 SCDC newlands field rent (previously authorised by email), £46.29 Clerks expenses, £387 clerks salary.  Proposed Mrs S Grant, seconded Mrs I Lincoln.
c) To receive the Financial Sub-Committee report in preparation for year end - 

Balances are as follows:

Community C/Acc
 £  478.20 Cr






Business premium Acc   £8,577.04 Cr

The Committee had met to review the effectiveness of the internal audit under the framework of the Heelis & Lodge review plan.  They found that the scope of the internal audit, the independence of the auditors along with the competence and the Clerk’s awareness of the responsibilities, were all satisfactory.  The audit plan was approved by the council and takes account of the Council’s risks and responsibilities.  The BDO audit report had been fully discussed at an earlier council meeting (8th Sept 2014) and there had been no action required.  The 2015/16 budget has been updated with the precept grant, VAT reclaimed and election expenses, and an out-turn to date against the 2014/15 budget was circulated to all councillors and approved.  Mindful that current running costs exceed the precept it was agreed that consideration must be given each year to increasing the precept by the regulated 2%.  The Risk Assessment, Financial Regulations and Standing Orders had been circulated and approved at the previous meeting 19th January 2015 and the Asset Register was made available at this meeting.  It was resolved to accept these documents as up to date and still relevant.  The Clerk will adhere to the Transparency Code being introduced this year.  Proposed Mrs I Lincoln, seconded Mrs S Grant all in favour.
d) It was resolved to agree to the £25 annual payment to be paid to Community Speedwatch being introduced by Clopton PC.  Clerk to make first payment now. Proposed Mrs S Grant, seconded Mrs I Lincoln.

14.117 Planning – 
a) To receive planning decisions : Willowcroft, Chapel Road – single storey rear extension - approved 
b) To consider the following planning applications : DC15/0350 Villa Farm, The Green, retention of existing RTK mast – no objections.  DC15/0641 Flying Otters, Chapel Road- outline permission for detached bungalow, access and associated works on land to rear – PC to make objections under policy DM7 on grounds of out of character backland development rather than infill, proposed building oversized for plot, access issues and existing bungalow not reflected correctly on plans.  DC15/0717/PN3 The Old Barn, Wood Farm, Helmingham Road - change of use permitted development of two redundant agricultural buildings to residential dwellings.  Mr D Hook was asked to clarify whether barn 2 will become a hairdressing salon at a later date and the log store was not shown on all documents.
14.118 Highways - Mrs S Grant is currently working with Highways to re-classify Gypsy Lane to a bridle path.

14.119 Rights of Way
a)
The P3 grass cutting schedule is approved and Mr R Calton to confirm rates for this year.  It was resolved to omit the permissive path at Ashbocking from the schedule.

b)
Mr R Ling informed the meeting that the Ramblers Award received for the hard work and dedication of himself and his team to waymarking and reviewing the public rights of way footpaths in the village will be erected in the White Hart.

14.120 Community Police Report – PSCO Sally-Anna Chatten-Berry was unable to attend so Mr A Ling read the report on her behalf.  There have been 2 reported crimes since our last meeting; theft of laptop at College and another of a sensitive nature.  This compares to Clopton 2, Debach 1, Hasketon 2, Wickham Market 17.  Current police priority is to carry out parking monitoring and enforcement in Woodbridge and district SNT area, to carry out a further programme of speed monitoring and enforcement in the Woodbridge and district SNT area, to allay fears of residents relating to illegal immigration/smuggling between Bawdsey and Orford with patrols. The next priority setting meeting Weds 15th April at 7pm at Clopton village hall.  The date of the next visit of the mobile police station is Wednesday 1st April between 0845 and 10.15 outside the village hall.  If there any planned events for the WSNT to attend please make them aware.  The SNT has acquired a SID to determine which areas need speed enforcement. Police Connect is the new name for Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies’ free community messaging service, keeping local communities up to date with the latest policing news but residents will need to re-register for the service suffolk.police.uk/policeconnect.  
14.121 District and County Councillor’s report – Cllr P Bellfield gave his apologies and was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. 
14.122 WSNT Priorities Setting Meeting Updates/Speedwatch Results – Mrs S Grant will attend the meeting 15th April in Clopton.  No results were received from Community Speedwatch for January/February.  Mr Hook to ask SAVID if they would consider taking on the running of Community Speedwatch (encompassing 10 parishes) as Clopton PC need to hand this over to a group with a larger resource base.  Clerk to ask if Mr Tony Barrett might attend our next meeting to inform the group how Speedwatch works. 
14.123 Community Council Report – The back room toilets and bar area are to be refurbished.  The accounts show a small profit this year.  The committee is considering sealing the asbestos roof on the village hall.  Mrs A Lord informed the meeting that SCC might have a grant following recent news reports.  Sandra will attend next meeting AGM on 27th April.
14.124 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –

a) Vehicle nuisance on Chapel Road reported to WSNT but no action taken as unable to trace user of vehicle.
b) The PC confirmed their support to an entry into Village of the Year 2015 (Clerk & Mrs P Sunaway to organise).
c) It was agreed with the current running costs the PC was unable to assist Magpas with financial support.
d) The PC are working closely with BT and following site meetings on Ipswich Road we are now informed that a new mole plough contractor will be working in this area between 9-20th March to complete the final ducting and the cabinet being powered up by 31st March.  Clerk has telephone and email contacts for BT to get further updates if necessary.

14.125 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda – 
a) Mrs I Lincoln and Clerk will attend the SALC area meeting Monday 16th March.

b) Mr D Hook reported that SAVID group is looking for more members.
14.126 Date of next meeting – 
Monday 18th May for APM & AGM at 7.00pm in the Village Hall (main hall)
With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 21.15pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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