OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on

 Tuesday 14th May 2007

Present:

Clerk:


Mr Treloar

Chairman:

Mr Smith

Councillors:
Mr Cant, Mr Jay, Mr A Ling and Mrs Lincoln.

1. Acceptance of Office and Co-option of Councillor

The election having been uncontested, eight councillors were elected unopposed with one vacancy arising. Mr Cant proposed and Mr Jay seconded the motion that, if agreeable, 

Mr Moss should be co-opted to serve on the Council and, subject to his agreement, would serve on the Planning Committee. The Clerk is to contact Mr Moss. Acceptance of Office and Expenses forms were completed.

2. Appointment of Officers

Chairman -
Mr Smith proposed by Mr A Ling, seconded by Mr Jay and agreed unanimously.

Vice Chairman -
Mr Jay proposed by Mr A Ling, seconded by Mrs Lincoln and agreed unanimously.

Otley Community Council representative – Mr  Cant*
SALC representative – 

          Mr Smith*
Responsible Finance Officer – 
          Mr Treloar*
Emergency Planning Officer -
          Mrs Vaughan*
Finance committee -
Chairman Mr Smith, Mr Treloar and Mr R Ling*
Planning committee - 
Mr Jay, Mr Cant, Mr Smith, Mr Moss and Mr A Ling*
Rights of way - Mr R Ling, Mrs Hall, Mr Smith, Mr Quilliam and

Mr Rogerson *
( * Proposed on block by Mr Jay and seconded by Mr A Ling and agreed unanimously)

3. Apologies for absence
Mr Childs, Mr R Ling, Mrs Vaughan and District & County Councillor -  Mr Bellfield

4. Minutes of meeting held on 19th March 2007 – Approved and signed. 

5.Matters arising 

Finance - Mr A Ling confirmed that the Community Council still required the £1,120 discussed in our last meeting – Clerk to pay.  Highways – drainage works on the B1079 are being completed.  Rights of Way – 2 finger posts have now been reinstated. 

Any other business – The rubbish bin at Newlands has been installed.

6. Finance 




Community Account balance

£   967.64




Business Premium Account

£8,684.63
The Business Premium Account includes £1,523 relating to the Parish Plan.

The following payments required approval:-


SALC


        Annual Subscription

  £   228.00


Oley Community Council




    1,120.00 


SORR


        Annual Subscription

         20.00

Payments proposed by Mr Jay and seconded by Mr A Ling.

The Annual Insurance bill of £398.46 has been received from Allianz & Cornhill Insurance ( 2006 - £365.02). The clerk reported that Suffolk Acre are offering competitive cover through Zurich Municipal. It was agreed that the Clerk will obtain a competitive quote and if this provides comparable cover at less cost, agreement was given to switching insurers. In as much as the cover will run from 1st June, approval was given to a payment not exceeding £399. Proposed by Mr Jay seconded by Mr A Ling.

Draft Parish Accounts -  Mr Treloar presented the draft accounts. Balances at the commencement of the fiscal year amounted to £6,993.46 and at the close on the 

31st March 2007- £6,149.44. Payments exceeded receipts by £844.02. This was largely attributable to the War Memorial where payments amounted to £2,483.83. Excluding this aspect receipts exceeded payments by £1,479.81. The clerk then explained the Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2007. Section 1 of the Annual Return (Statement of Accounts) and Section 2 (Statement of Assurance) were approved. It was proposed by Mr Cant and seconded by Mrs Lincoln and agreed unanimously that the accounts for 2006/07 should be approved and signed and Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Return should be approved.

External Auditor – The Clerk confirmed that Lubbock Fine had been appointed as external auditors for 2006/7. Heelis & Lodge will continue to complete the internal audit.

7. Planning - The following planning applications have been determined:-
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Moat Farm

Monewden

Demolition of outbuildings
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Greenacres

Gibraltar Road

2 storey side extension
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4 Chapel Road




Vehicle access

The following applications have been received:-
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   1 Rosemary Cottage
Ashbocking

Single storey extension + north








gable
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  Otley College




Entrance signs

8. Highways – Mr Smith reported blocked drains in Chapel road. One outside Rocquaine and the other just past the entrance to Spring Park. Clerk to advise SCC Highways.

9.Rights of Way – The clerk reported that under the Parish Path Partnership funding for cutting 9,390 metres of path twice and a further 4,480 metres of path once, had been obtained. Total cost will amount to £792, the work being undertaken by Calton Groundcare. Mr A Ling asked the cost of cutting 4,480 metres ( £152). It was unanimously agreed that, if considered necessary to cut the 4,480 twice, this cost should be met by the Parish Council.
10.District and County Councillor’s report - Mr Bellfield having tendered his apologies, there was nothing to report.

12.Community Police Officer’s report -  Pc Gilmore advised there had been one crime since their last report – a theft of a vehicle which was linked to a similar crime in Ipswich. Investigations are continuing.

12.Community Council report – Nothing to report.

13. Parish Plan -  Mr Smith had been unsuccessful in contacting the Chairman, Mr Therin. It is now a year since the Parish Meeting and Government funding for the project has been received. Councillors unanimously agreed the Clerk should write to Mr Therin requesting the return of all the information he had been provided with in the hope that a new team can be established and the project completed.

14. SORR report – Mr Smith and Mr Jay had attended a recent meeting at which the report of the Freight Transport Association on the problems at Coddenham had been presented. Whilst the long term solutions to HGV traffic in Coddenham were well founded, Mr Smith felt the short term views had little merit. Given that the cost of the report at £1,700 was not inconsiderable, Mr Smith felt there was a need to determine who the report was aimed at and what will be done with it. SORR are to commission a further report on HGV traffic in Grundisburgh. This project is to be funded by Grundisburgh Parish Council. A further report had been completed on the C309 at Bredfield, highlighting the difficulties caused by HGV’s and directing criticism at the Industrial Estate’s non compliance with planning laws.

Peasenhall and Mendlesham are keen to join SORR but both Mr Jay and Mr Smith advised the organisers that the original Committee was established to tackle the problems on the B1078/9.

15. Correspondence – Letters have been received from both Suffolk County Council and Ipswich Town Council in connection with Ipswich’s application for unitary status. Views are sought by 20th June and Mr Smith and Mr Jay are to look at the web sites to consider whether to respond.

16, Any other business – The Standards Board have issued a new Code of Conduct which came into force on 3rd May. A revised model Code of Conduct for Parish Councils has also been produced and it is recommended by SALC that this should be adopted. Copies of the revised code were handed to Councillors’ and it was decided to include clause 12(2) which gives members with prejudicial interests in discussions, the same beneficial rights as members of the public. Mr Jay proposed and Mrs Lincoln seconded and it was unanimously agreed the code should be adopted by the Council. Register of members interests have been handed to Councillors’ and on completion, are to be returned to the Clerk. The Clerk is to advise Hilary Slater (SCDC Monitoring Officer) so that our acceptance can be included in their newspaper advert.

17. Date of next meeting – Note the next meeting of the Parish Council will be at 7.30pm on Monday 16th July and Not  as previously advised -  4th June.
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