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OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held on

 Monday 19th April 2010
Present:

Clerk:


Mr Treloar

Chairman:

Mr Smith

Councillors:
Mr Jay, Mr Childs ,Mr Cant, Mr A Ling, Mr R Ling, Mr Moss & Mrs Vaughan.

1. Acceptance of Office
Chairman -
Mr Smith - proposed by Mr A Ling, seconded by Mr Childs and agreed unanimously.

Vice Chairman -
Mr Jay proposed by Mr Cant, seconded by Mr Moss and agreed unanimously.

2.Appointment of Officers

Otley Community Council representative – 
Mr  Cant*
SALC representative – 

          

Mr Smith*
Responsible Finance Officer – 
         

Mr Treloar*
Emergency Planning Officer -
        

Mrs Vaughan*
Finance committee -
Chairman Mr Smith, Mr Treloar and Mr R Ling*
Planning committee - 
Mr Jay, Mr Cant, Mr Smith, Mr Moss and Mr A Ling*
Rights of way - Mr R Ling, Mrs Hall, Mr Smith, Mr Quilliam and

Mr Rogerson *
(* Proposed on block by Mr Jay and seconded by Mrs Vaughan and agreed unanimously)

3. Apologies for absence -
Mrs Lincoln
4. Minutes of meeting held on 15th March 2010 – Approved and signed. 

5. Matters arising -   Highways – The 30mph repeater sign in Church Road is to be replaced. SCC are progressing matters with regard to the hedge outside Pear Tree Farm, Gibraltar Road.  Rights of Way – SCC have been advised that the cost of path cutting has increased to 3.7p per metre. We have asked to be included in the scheme for this year. Correspondence – Mr Childs and Mrs Lincoln are taking forward the matter of a litter pick with the Scouts/Cubs
6. Finance – Balances are as follows
Community C/Acc        

 £   243.54 Cr






Business premium Acc   £6,507.33 Cr
The following payment was requested   -

SALC membership £254.00





Proposed by Mrs Vaughan seconded by Mr Jay

The SALC payment represents the annual membership fee 
The year end submission to the Auditors, incorporating the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement, was presented by Mr Treloar and discussed in full. Mr Smith read out the individual questions in the Governance Statement and following discussion it was unanimously agreed that both the Statement of Accounts and the Governance Statement be accepted in their present form and that Mr Smith as Chairman and Mr Treloar as the Responsible Financial Officer should sign the documentation.
7. Planning – 
Applications received –
· Spring Gate Cottage

Helmingham Road
Agricultural to residential

Curtilage

· 7 Newlands





New access
· 3 Little Meadows Drive




LDC for infill roof

· 3 Newlands





Air sourced heat pump
· 11 Spring Park





Front single storey 

Extension + alterations
Approvals

· Otley Village Hall




Access ramp & steps

· Chestnuts


Helmingham Rd

Garage conversion
· Mulberry House
Church Rd
The Green

2  storey extension
A letter has been received from SCDC Scrutiny Committee seeking our views and level of satisfaction with the District planning process. This matter was discussed recently and Councillors’ had little complaint with the handling of planning applications, other than their views appeared not always to be taken account of but rather they were dissatisfied with the enforcement of regulations. All too often the District were unwilling to pursue contraventions of planning policy presumably in fear of appeals and the subsequent litigation costs. This has lead to a policy of conciliation which in turn results in the avoidance of enforcement action, even when it is clearly needed. The Clerk is to convey these views to the Scrutiny Committee.
The Clerk reported that the Local Development Framework – Core Strategy has been adopted by the District Council. A decision with regard to applications for the extension of development envelopes will be taken next year.
8. Highways – It was noted that the B1079 – Church Road, Otley Bottom to Chapel Road – will be closed for five days from 10th – 15th May. This is to allow for resurfacing. The Clerk was pleased to announce that SCC Highways have confirmed the extension of the footpath in Church Road to the Church gates.
9. Rights of Way – Mr R Ling reported that the footpath committee had met and Phil Quilliam is working on the production of a computerised map and a number of circular walks.
10. District & County Councillor’s report – Mr Bellfield had provided his report to the Annual Parish Meeting.

11. Community Police report – PC Gilmore had provided her report to the Annual Parish Meeting.
12. Community Council report – This had been provided to the Annual Parish Meeting.

13. SORR report – There was nothing to report.

14. Correspondence – A letter has been received from the PCC of Otley St Mary’s seeking financial assistance with the refurbishment of the east and north clock faces. Total cost of the work amounts to £6,080 and in as much as the clocks are a Village amenity the Parish Council has been approached for a donation. After discussion it was unanimously agreed that a sum of £500 should be provided. If the Church found difficulty in raising further funds then the Parish Council would, if asked, consider providing some additional money.
15. Any other business - Envelopes in respect of the Affordable Housing Survey were handed to Councillors’ along with distribution lists and these letters are to be delivered within the week commencing 26th April. Householders have been given until 14th May to complete and return the surveys to Suffolk ACRE. Stamped addressed envelopes are included with the return.
Mention was made that a number of trees shielding the Hubbard’s site had been removed at the end of last year. A condition of planning for the new building was that trees would be planted and the Clerk is to write to the Company requesting replacements.

16. Date of next meeting – Monday 14th June at 7.30pm.
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