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OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 1st December 2014
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs V Osborne
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mrs I Lincoln, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr B Childs, Mr M Liddell, Mrs A Lord, Mrs J Vaughan, Cllr P Bellfield & WSNT PSCO Sally-Anna Chatten-Berry.
The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  Mr A Ling welcomed Cllr Bellfield to the meeting, his first since his recent illness.
14.79 Apologies for absence – none received.
14.80 Declarations of interest to items on agenda – none received.
14.81 Public Forum – no members of the public were in attendance.
14.82 Minutes of meeting held on 20th October 2014 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  
With other commitments to attend, both Cllr Bellfield and PC Sally Anna Chatten-Berry were invited to address the meeting :

14.83 District and County Councillor’s report – Cllr P Bellfield apologised for his absence from duties but is now able to provide normal service.  Cllr Bellfield shared with the PC a letter he is sending Graham Newman, Cabinet Member responsible for Highways regarding the introduction of a blanket 40mph limit within A1214 Woodbridge/Ipswich road to the south, A12 to the east, A1120 to the north and the A140 to the west.  Where there is currently a 30mph limit this should be retained.  With strong views of some councillors this will be discussed at our next meeting.  Cllr Bellfield was pleased to report good news on education results within Suffolk which show 59% of pupils now reaching standard compared to 49% LY.  £10m has been diverted to faster broadband and a new Youth Employment centre has opened in Ipswich aimed at 18-24 year olds to offer training and advice with the aim to reduce unemployment.  Cllr Bellfield was also pleased to report that the Council Tax will remain unchanged next year and that the move out of the district council offices will definitely proceed but as yet timings are unknown.  Cllr Bellfield confirmed that there are funds available in the Minor Road improvement grant and he would be happy to support an application.  He also confirmed that any organisation needing grants of up to £1k from his Locality Budget for schemes which ‘benefit the community’ can approach him.  The PC wished Peter a very Happy Christmas and looked forward to seeing him again in the New Year.
14.84 Community Police Report – PSCO Sally-Anna Chatten-Berry read her report.  There have been 0 reported crimes since our last meeting.  In comparison Clopton 1, Melton 19, Woodbridge 54. Bredfield 0, Debach 1.  Current police priority is to tackle the unauthorised use of motor and quad bikes in Rendlesham and Tunstall forest, carry out an extended campaign of speed monitoring and enforcement in the Woodbridge & District SNT area and address concerns of residents relating to illegal immigration/smuggling between Bawdsey and Orford with patrols. The next priority setting meeting Weds 14th January7pm Alderton Village Hall.  The date of the next visit of the mobile police station is to be confirmed. There have been no recorded reports of ASB in Otley since the last meeting.  Since the priority of speeding was set in October, the SNT have carried out enforcement in the parish of Otley and to date, there has been 13 Advisory letters sent, 2 Fixed Penalty Notices (£100 and 3 points) and 3 Speed awareness courses. Police Connect is the new name for Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies’ free community messaging service, keeping local communities up to date with the latest policing news but residents will need to re-register for the service suffolk.police.uk/policeconnect.  Mrs A Lord commented that she felt there was a noticeable difference since speedwatch was introduced alongside the police speed checks & PSCO Sally-Anna was pleased to hear.  PSCO Sally-Anna was also asked about restricting HGV’s along Gibraltar Road/Ipswich Road.  The PC will respond to diversion notices but if garden ornaments/boulders were on the verge it would be classed as criminal damage.  Residents to get number plates and WSNT will follow up.  Sally-Anna was asked for an opinion on VAS signage and in her view those flashing actual speeds gets a better response.  She invited members of the PC to join her on a next visit to see how drivers are affected.  Sally-Anna was wished a Happy Christmas and we look forward to meeting with her again in the New Year.
14.85 Matters arising -   
a. In light of Sally-Anna’s views on VAS signage it was resolved to dismiss the village gates project and to pursue purely mobile VAS signage, ensuring changeable speed variances to capture those, say, speeding at 60 within a 30mph limit.  PSCO Sally-Anna will speak with Steve Griss to establish recommended companies to deal with.  PC to place on next agenda.

14.86 Finance – 
a) It was resolved to authorise cheques for £65 Royal British Legion, £35 Data Protection. Proposed Mrs S Grant, seconded Mrs I Lincoln.
b) It was resolved to authorise payments – £50 Disability Advice Service.  Proposed Mrs J Vaughan, seconded Mrs S Grant.
c) To receive the financial report from the RFO including balances at bank – 

Balances are as follows:

Community C/Acc
 £  340.19 Cr






Business premium Acc   £8,974.97 Cr
d) With sufficient funds in the account for the VAS project it was resolved to maintain a precept of £4.5k and accept the precept grant from SCDC of £131.04.  Proposed Mrs J Vaughan seconded Mr B Childs.  With this in mind the budget has been agreed and it was noted that current recurring payments and local community grants total £4.5k so the savings towards future projects will have to come from the P3 re-imbursement from SCDC for grass cutting.  It was resolved to agree the budget.  Proposed Mrs A Lord and seconded Mrs S Grant.
14.87 Planning – 
a) To receive planning decisions : none.
b) To consider the following planning applications : Rocquaine, Chapel Road – first floor balcony & associated works – no objections but the PC will support a neighbours concerns regarding privacy and request the screen to be solid and be maintained as such.  Ashleaf Cottage, Ipswich Road – proposed alterations & first floor extensions – no objections.
c) It was agreed not to join the SCDC working group for Site Allocations & Area Specific Policies.
14.88 Highways
a. Gibraltar Road Crossroads – access is required by the farmer for a combine harvester so kerbing would not be ideal.  Clerk to request 3-4 posts/bollards to deter vehicles from entering the visibility splay with enough space on the corner for farm vehicles.
b. Clerk to report the requirement for paint to be re-freshed at the Gibraltar Road crossroads.
c. Clerk to report the need to renew the cats eyes along Otley Bottom, particularly outside the college.

d. Clerk to make enquiries with regards to a footpatch to the White Hart public house and establish where the village is now on the list and whether there is any County budget available.

e. Clerk to report footpath from Newlands to Baptist Chapel as uneven.

f. Clerk to report overgrown hedges from White Horse house to Baptist Chapel.

g. Mr R Ling reported on a recent Gritting Workshop.  Grit bins now replenished and volunteers need to be registered to be covered by insurance.  Clerk to establish who is currently on register and Mr R Ling has a list of people to cover Hall Lane, Chapel Road (shop), Ipswich Road and Newlands.  Clerk to order high visibility vests.

h. Clerk to report uneven footpath between Annerley House and Abend House.

14.89 Rights of Way 

a. Clerk to chase refurbishment of netting on sleeper bridge on footpath behind White Hart.
b. Clerk to report refurbishment of netting on sleeper bridge on footpath entrance on Ipswich Road.

c. Clerk to report requirement of netting on both sleeper bridges behind Spring Park.

14.90 WSNT Priorities Setting Meeting Updates/Speedwatch Results – Mrs S Grant had no further reports as PSCO Sally-Anna had covered most topics.  No results were received from Speedwatch for November.
14.91 Community Council Report – No report was received as the next meeting is Monday 8th December.  Mrs J Vaughan to attend.
14.92 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –

a. In light of the extortionate number of consultations currently being received from SCDC it was agreed to process these on a rota basis.
b. The bus shelter opp the village store had been structurally damaged and has now been demolished on safety grounds.  Mr A Ling and Mr M Liddell have spoken to Soames and communications will remain open on steps to replace the shelter and efforts to improve the safety of the area.  A letter was also received from a member of the public raising concerns of safety.  Councillors are concerned that the collision may have had much more serious consequences and future discussions will be required on what can be done to improve the situation and make sure this doesn’t happen again.
14.93 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda – none raised.
14.94 Date of next meeting – 
Monday 19th January at 7.30pm in the Village Hall (back room)

With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 21.25pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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