OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th January 2015
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs V Osborne
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mrs I Lincoln, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr M Liddell, Mrs A Lord, Cllr P Bellfield.
The meeting opened at 7.30pm.  
14.95 Apologies for absence – Mrs Jayne Vaughan, Mr B Childs, PSCO Sally-Anna Chatten Berry.
14.96 Declarations of interest to items on agenda – Mr A Ling point 6a & Mr D Hook point 15 both declared an interest to items on the agenda.
14.97 Public Forum – no members of the public were in attendance.
14.98 Minutes of meeting held on 1st December 2014 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  Proposed Mr M Liddell and seconded Mr R Ling.
With a lengthy agenda ahead, Cllr Bellfield was invited to address the meeting :

14.99 District and County Councillor’s report – Cllr P Bellfield reported that the District Council were currently in discussions regarding the failure of the contract for the gardens in Felixstowe, where costs have doubled.  He was pleased to report that the council tax would not change for the coming year but there is no further news on the move of the District Council to Melton Hill.  Cllr Bellfield informed the meeting that he will not be standing as District Councillor in the forthcoming elections but would remain a County Councillor for a further 2 years.  The Conservative candidate for the Grundisburgh ward is Tony Fryat, who was highly active in SORR and is currently Vice Chair of the planning committee so is well informed of current issues, particularly within the SHLAA.  On behalf of the County Council, Cllr Bellfield reported that the gritters have been out a total of 26 times and have 9 new gritters (39 in total) this year which means 1,235 miles are covered on priority one routes within 2.5 hours.  Priority two routes are done if the ground temp is predicted to remain a zero at 9am.  The waste incinerator is now up and running, on time and on budget.  CC are pushing mobile phone companies for better coverage in rural areas.  Lastly, Cllr Bellfield reported that the road from Grundisburgh to Tuddenham via Culpho will be closed for 6 weeks, though he has requested this be completed more quickly and work completed throughout the night to achieve this.
The Parish Council raised problems currently with motorcycles along Gypsy Lane; this issue needs to be raised with Highways to request a reclassification (expensive due to legal costs).  A reclassification to bridleway would stop motorised vehicles.

Cllr P Bellfield was asked if he could assist with the flooding issues at Otley Bottom, which have not been corrected and pose a significant danger; impassable with an inch of rain and lethal if it freezes over.  The road was closed due to flooding recently - Clerk to continue to report to Highways.

Cllr Bellfield is waiting to hear from the Scouts regarding grant towards a disabled toilet and informed the meeting that money cannot be distributed after 23rd March so application needs to be submitted urgently.  Money would be available for a mobile VAS but after 1st April.

14.100 Matters arising -   
a) Costings were provided to councillors for mobile VAS.  It was resolved to pursue a ‘portable mini sid’ from Westcotec.  4 posts and brackets would be required.  Clerk to complete application form and confirm locations with Mr D Hook.  Mr D Hook to provide names of 4 volunteers for application form.  Proposed Mr D Hook, seconded Mrs S Grant.

b) It was resolved to place an order for a new Otley village sign for the Newlands end of the village to be placed at the village boundary.  Proposed Mrs I Lincoln, seconded Mrs A Lord.

c) Mr Soames has apologised to the PC for not responding earlier to our letter but he is waiting to hear from builders regarding the re-instatement of the bus shelter opp the village store.  Mr Soames has taken on board our recommendations for high kerbing to be placed where the boundary fence used to be.
d) Support towards Cllr Bellfield for his letter to Graham Newman, Cabinet Member Highways, regarding a blanket speed limit across his division was discussed.  A vote took place with 3 in favour, 2 abstaining for lack of information and 2 voted against.  Therefore clerk to write letter of support.

14.101 Finance – 
a) It was resolved to authorise cheques for £30 SALC councillor planning course, £23.32 Mr A Ling for Hi-Vis vests.  Proposed Mrs I Lincoln, seconded Mrs S Grant.
b) It was resolved to authorise payments – £9.00 Clerks expenses, £297 clerks salary, £31.50 hire of village hall.  Proposed Mrs A Lord, seconded Mrs S Grant.
c) To receive the financial report from the RFO including balances at bank – 

Balances are as follows:

Community C/Acc
 £  255.19 Cr






Business premium Acc   £8,976.03 Cr
d) A copy of the risk assessment, standing orders and financial regulations were emailed to all councillors prior to the meeting.  It was resolved to accept these documents as up to date and still relevant.  Proposed Mr R Ling, seconded Mrs I Lincoln.

e) It was resolved to authorise Heelis & Lodge as the internal auditors for 2014/15 at an estimated cost of £66.  Proposed Mr M Liddell, seconded Mr R Ling.

f) A letter has been received regarding the Transparency Code proposed by the Government for PC’s with an annual turnover not exceeding £25,000; they will be exempt from external audit but subject to a Code.  All councillors happy with proposal.
14.102 Planning – 
a) To receive planning decisions : Ashleaf Cottage, Ipswich Road – proposed alterations & first floor 


extension – approved, Rocquaine, Chapel Road – proposed first floor balcony – approved, Pear Tree Farm, Ipswich Road – erection of carpentry workshop – approved. The Shrubbery, Chapel Road – re-render, repair damaged timbers  re-pitch rear extension – approved.

b) To consider the following planning applications : Willowcroft, Chapel Road – single storey rear extension – no objections
c) SCDC site allocations & area specific policies & Felixstowe area action plan consultation was discussed.  Clerk to respond that 35 houses with zero residual amount is agreed and appropriate; areas to be protected are agreed; provide details of type of housing mix (bungalows/starter homes); no changes to boundary lines required; confirm site 318 (already listed as unsuitable) to be protected from development; retain employment within Hubbards site; support introduction of charging units for electric cars; add additional properties to non-listed heritage assets (Toad Hall, Garden Cottage).
14.103 Highways
a) Mrs S Grant to contact Highways regarding motorcyclists using Gypsy Lane as race track.
b) Highways have responded to issues with Gibraltar Road X-road and will kerb the unofficial lay-by if the farmer does not require it for access.  Mr A Ling to contact Mr Kemp regarding harvest access.  Clerk to check with Highways height of kerbing proposed.

c) Clerk to report issues of diversion signs obstructing view of B1078 from both Swilland Road and Gibraltar Road.

d) Clerk to request grit heaps on Ipswich Road to be topped up with an additional heap outside Walnut Farm.

14.104 Rights of Way - No issues to report.

14.105 Community Police Report – PSCO Sally-Anna Chatten-Berry was unable to attend so Mr A Ling read the report on her behalf.  There have been 3 reported crimes since our last meeting.  In comparison Clopton 5, Debach 0, Hasketon 5, Wickham Market 7.  Current police priority is to carry out parking monitoring and enforcement in Woodbridge and district SNT area, to carry out a further programme of speed monitoring and enforcement in the Woodbridge and district SNT area, to allay fears of residents relating to illegal immigration/smuggling between Bawdsey and Orford with patrols. The next priority setting meeting Weds 15th April at 7pm at Clopton village hall.  The date of the next visit of the mobile police station is Wednesday 18th February between 0845 and 10.15 outside the village hall.  There has been an increase in burglaries in the surrounding villages over the last month.  Please remain vigilant and report any suspicious behaviour or activity.  Police Connect is the new name for Norfolk and Suffolk Constabularies’ free community messaging service, keeping local communities up to date with the latest policing news but residents will need to re-register for the service suffolk.police.uk/policeconnect.  
14.106 WSNT Priorities Setting Meeting Updates/Speedwatch Results – Mrs S Grant had no further reports.  No results were received from Speedwatch for December.
14.107 Community Council Report – No report was received as the next meeting is Monday 2nd March.  Mr A Ling to attend.
14.108 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –

a) A letter has been received from Disability Advice Service thinking the PC for their continued support.
b) A letter has been received from the Baptist Chapel thanking the PC for their continued support towards the maintenance of the grave yard.

c) The PC were informed of Holocaust Memorial Day 27th January 70th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau and resources available to those wishing to reflect on past events.

d) Mr M Liddell reported on the Leisure Strategy Consultation, the aim of which is to increase access and availability of leisure, and recreate opportunities to the SCDC community over the next 10 years. A range of suggested improvements have been identified within the strategy action plan (copy of notes attached).  Mr A Ling will make initial contact with Otley College regarding use of facilities available to the village residents.  Mrs A Lord will contact Premier Sport regarding the use of Otley College for holiday sporting clubs.

14.109 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda – 
a) Mr R Ling reported spaces still available for first aid course.

b) Mr D Hook reported that SORR money is to be returned to originators and is not available to the new SAVID group.  Mr Hook requested a donation of £100 towards the setting up of SAVID.  This was agreed.  Proposed Mrs A Lord, seconded Mrs I Lincoln.

c) Mr D Hook will be changing the use of one of his barns to a hairdressing salon as permitted development and, as a matter of courtesy, informed the PC of his intentions.
d) Mr A Sunaway has asked the PC for an ashtray for the top of the bin outside his village store.  The PC agreed.  Clerk to organise.

14.110 Date of next meeting – 
Monday 9th March at 7.30pm in the Village Hall (back room)

With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 21.10pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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