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DRAFT Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on Monday 16th May 2016
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs R Green
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mrs I Lincoln, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr M Liddell, Mr P Whiffing (Mrs J Vaughan –late arrival).
The meeting opened at 7:42pm.  
16.015 Nomination to Chair Meeting – Mr A Ling was proposed by Mr D Hook and seconded by Mr M Liddell.
16.016 Acceptance of Office

Chairman - Mr A Ling was proposed by Mr D Hook and seconded by Mr M Liddell.  Declaration of Acceptance to Office signed and witnessed by Mr D Hook.
16.016 Appointment of Officers

Otley Community Council representative -
Mr A Ling*

SALC representative -



Mr A Ling*

Responsible Finance Officer - 


Mrs R Green*
Emergency Planning Officer -


Mr R Ling*

Finance Committee -
Chairman Mr A Ling, Mr R Ling and Mrs I Lincoln*

Planning Committee -
Chairman Mr A Ling, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr M Liddell and Mrs J Vaughan*

Rights of Way - 

Mr R Ling*

Woodbridge SNT/Priorities Setting Meeting representative-  Mrs S Grant*

SAVID – Mr D Hook*

(* proposed on block by Mr P Whiffing and seconded by Mrs S Grant, all in favour).  It was resolved that all Officers and Sub-Committees are appointed as above as good practice for this financial year. Clerk had been informed by SALC that Councillors would not need to sign Declaration of Acceptance forms as only required every four years.  Clerk reminded Councillors to check and update their Register of Interest. Clerk to send link to Councillors.
16.017 Apologies for absence – Cllr M Hicks, Cllr T Fryatt, Sgt Scott Cullum but reports received from all following the APM held earlier in the evening. Apologies also from Mrs A Lord and Mr T Barrett.
16.018 Declarations of interest to items on agenda – none received.
16.019 To Co-opt a member to Council – No members to Co-opt to Council.
16.020 Public Forum – there were no members of the public in attendance.
16.021 Minutes of Extraordinary meeting held on 19th April 2016 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  All in favour.
16.022 Matters arising -   
a) Tempodis 230SI update: Risk Assessment was agreed. All in favour. Councillors Mr D Hook and Mrs I Lincoln plan to get the camera out of storage and hopefully installed to then pass on information to other volunteers on what to do to set it up on a post.  

b) Gibraltar Roads Crossroads: Decision made to monitor traffic using the space as currently it seems better. No purchase of a sign needed.
c) Community Emergency Planning- Question was raised about the life expectancy of the battery. No definite decision made regards how the defibrillator would be accessed and who it would be used by. To be reviewed again when Mrs J Vaughan is present. As part of Community Emergency Planning Mr R Ling explained that ‘contingency plans’ have been devised and given to Brain Childs and Mrs J Vaughan.
16.023 Finance – 
a) It was resolved to authorise cheques for signature: Donation to Otley Under 5’s £199.99 (storage units) Donation to Otley Bowls Club £416.00 (Safety Hand Rail). Since publishing the agenda invoice for SALC Membership has also been received £301.78 – payment of cheques agreed.  Proposed by Mr D Hook and seconded by Mr M Liddell and authorised by all councillors.
b) To receive and approve payments since last meeting: Clerks Salary: £335.91 Clerks Expenses: £2.27 Proposed: I Lincoln seconded: D Hook
c) To receive the Financial Report from the RFO including balances at bank - 

Balances are as follows:

Community C/Acc
 £  611.51 Cr (same as 31/03/16)
Business premium Acc   £10,581.54 Cr (higher than 31/03/16 due to precept money)
The first instalment of precept has now been received- £2,269.34.Clerk will transfer money across to cover authorised cheques, clerks salary and clerks expenses.
d)To receive the internal audit report from Heelis & Lodge – the internal audit report was emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting. Clerk read the following notes to Councillors regards points that had been raised:
Proper Book Keeping

Bank Reconciliation the figure for the start of year balanced was changed from my figure of £8,556.95 to £8,456.95 this was due to the £100 SAVID cheque that was unpresented at the end of last year’s financial year and should have been left as part of last year’s book keeping. All other figures agreed with clerks. The presentation is easier to interpret so Clerk intends to follow similar format for financial year 2016/17. 

A new copy of the Bank Reconciliation Year End has been printed off and was re-signed by Chair and RFO.
Transparency Code

Internal audit report- section 4 was not published only 2 out of the 4 pages were online so Clerk will ensure whole document is online this year.

Details of Public Land and Building assets not published. Clerk questioned what these would be. Building Assets would include the bus shelter and war memorial.
Clerk will read through link regarding transparency code to ensure requirements are being met.

Asset Control

Asset register needs tweaking. It has been suggested to change the title on the insurance column. Entries need to be recorded at purchase cost in accordance with current requirements. Clerk to make alterations before sending off to external audit.

The end of year accounts were all in order and satisfactory financial controls are in place. 
Clerk also added that three hours per week for workload that the job entails isn’t really enough and Heelis & Lodge were also in agreement. Councillors were in all in favour that Clerk should put down the hours worked however many they might be.
e)Acceptance of year end accounts and annual governance statement – The year end submission to the External Auditors, incorporating the Statement of Accounts and the Annual Governance Statement was presented by Mrs Green and discussed in full.  It was resolved that these be accepted in their present form and that Mr Ling as Chairman and Mrs Green as the Responsible Financial Officer should sign the documentation.

8:10pm Mrs J Vaughan arrived and apologised for being late.

16.024 Planning – 
a) To receive planning decisions:
DC15/4974/FUL Shrubbery Cottage, Chapel Road Otley. Application Permitted
DC/16/0373/FUL Rosemary Cottage, Ashbocking Road, Otley. Application Permitted.

DC16/0316/FUL  Hillview, Church Road, Otley. Application Pending.
Clerk continues to work on action points relating to Extraordinary meeting. Clerk has also received an email from Mrs Treloar regards concern for the land next to the church potentially being built on in the future. Clerk read email and referenced associated documents- AP38. Councillors discussed Mrs Treloar’s concern. Councillors were aware of the concern raised and know that the Site Specific Plans superseded the AP38. Protection of the land in question is still in place. Strategic Housing land Availability Assessment Document also confirms current Clerk to contact Mrs Treloar and reassure.
DC16/0569/FUL  Willowcroft, Chapel Road, Otley. Application Permitted.

DC16/0679/FUL  Bay Tree Cottage, Chapel Road, Otley. Application Permitted.
DC/16/0744/FUL Walnut Tree Farm, The Green Ashbocking. The Parish Council replied with no objection.  Application Permitted.

DC16/0783/FUL Roseberry House, Chapel Road Otley. The Parish Council replied with no objection.  Application Permitted
b) To consider the following planning applications:

DC/16/1831/FUL Pipes Cottage Chapel Road, Otley Proposal: Proposed replacement bay window and associated works. Date for submission of comments 24th May 2016. Currently with Planning Committee.

DC/16/1302/PN3 Willowmead, Otley Bottom, Otley. Proposal: Conversion of agricultural buildings on willowmead Alpaca Farm into single dwelling. Parish Council replied with no objection.
Since the submission of the comment ‘no objection’ the application is going to referral on 19th May 2016. Mrs Denny, the owner of Willowmead has requested further support from the Parish Council regards the application with the possibility of a statement being written in support of the application for the day of referral. It was agreed by councillors that it was not their role to promote development but they could only comment on the facts. Clerk to create statement based on facts the Parish Council have received and the decisions they have made and that they continue to have no objection. 
DC/16/1157/ARM Hillview, Church Road, Otley. Proposal: ‘Approval of Reserved Matters of DC/13/3229/OUT-outline planning permission for redevelopment of site to include up to 35 dwellings, up to 900 square metres of B1 Commercial space, landscaping and access roads. Existing buildings to be demolished’.  Extraordinary meeting held on 19th April 2016 allowing local residents to view plans and raise any questions. The Parish Council replied no objection but did ask many questions and make alternative suggestions as part of the response to ensure the opinions and viewpoints of the whole village were considered.

16.025 Highways 
a) Letter written to Mr Taylor regards over flowing pond on Thompson’s Lane, awaiting a response.

b) Ditch Collapsing on Gibraltar Road, brought to the attention of Councillors by Mrs J Hall has been reported.

c) Pot hole towards Otley bottom has reappeared. Clerk to report to Highways.

d) Damage to footpath towards Hall Lane. Mrs J Vaughan to investigate.
e) Mrs J Vaughan brought to the attention of the Council that the recent litter pick was successful, however the ditch on the corner of Ipswich Road was being used by dog owners for disposal of dog mess in bags. Clerk to put up sign and hopefully discourage dog owners from doing this.

f) Mr M Liddell brought to the attention of the council that that there is a telegraph pole which is redundant and an inconvenience to pedestrians along Chapel Road. Clerk to contact National Power and move cables onto new BT pole.
16.026 Rights of Way 
a) Mr R Carlton is confirmed as the contractor for the P3 scheme and first cut is imminent.
b) Definitive Map & Statement for Rural District of Deben received- Mr R Ling will have a look. Mr M Liddell offered to scan onto computer. Clerk to check with Rights of Way that we can use on website.

16.027 County Councillor’s Report & Thredling Division Report – Cllr T Fryatt’s report was read earlier at the APM followed by Cllr M Hicks’ report. 

16.028 Community Police Report – Police report was provided at the Annual Parish Meeting.

16.029 Speedwatch Results –In the absence of Mr T Barrett, Chairman Mr A Ling read his email regards recent speedwatch information:
We get the camera and VAS sign for about a week a month.    I have managed to recruit 5 new members so in future we should be able to do at least three sessions a month.
The police are increasingly using Speedwatch to determine where to set up police speed traps.   This is because the presence of an active Speedwatch group demonstrates local concern about speeding and the numbers of speeding drivers identify the problem areas.  One new traffic policeman has been recruited, and another is planned.  They will be working full time, each with a car and camera, attending speeding trouble spots.

Speeding in Chapel Road is still an issue given the number of hazards but it tends to be in the 30 to 40mph range   Speeding along Helmingham Rd is much worse, with most drivers breaking the limit and a number doing well over 45 and a few over 50mph.
The problems we had last year with the battery and the Speedwatch organisation have largely been resolved.
An incident occurred on Helmingham Road that shows  why the group feel so strongly about speeding.    A woman was walking from the village with a push chair and a toddler. She had to continually stop and cower in the verge as cars continued to speed pass her and drive too close.  One day someone is going to get killed or seriously injured on that bit of road.  As you can see from the report below we are recoding a lot of speeds over 40 and as much as 58mph.Speeding motorists not only cause a danger to other road users but deter people from walking and cycling.  They also cause annoyance through traffic noise and can isolate parts of the village, our pub being a prime example.  It is strange that some normally law abiding people think it is acceptable to break a law designed to save lives.
May Speedwatch Report 
Chapel Road 
We had the VAS (mobile speed check sign) up for 4 days before the Speedwatch session.   We think that this had made drivers much more aware of their speed through the village.  Consequently although we recorded 125 vehicles between 8.45 and 9.15 pm only one was doing over 36 mph.

Helmingham Road 

In a one hour session we recorded 140 vehicles.  The vast majority of these had been speeding but braked hard when they saw our signs or high viz jackets.  Despite these warning signs 11 were recorded doing between 36 and 39, 12 between 40 and 49 and two doing 52 and 58.   The latter was a young female driver who was accelerating as she went past us and appeared not to have noticed anything unusual.

A couple of questions - 
What has happened to the speed limit signs that were going to be put on the permanent poles?
Is it useful or interesting if I send you our stats every month?
Regards

Tony
In response to Mr T Barrett’s question the Councillors would like to receive the statistics. Clerk to reply to Mr Barrett and let him know VAS sign will be up and running very soon.

Mr A Ling was appreciative of Mr T Barrett’s work.

16.030 Community Council Report – the report of the Community Council had been read at the earlier Annual Parish Meeting.  
Mr M Liddell attended the last meeting. Mr M Liddell reported that fees for the Village Hall hire are going up. The field has been cut with a strip left long for ‘Owl Hunting’. Positions for Chair and Secretary are still vacant. Mr N Cant continues to be Vice Chair. The Fete is being prepared again. It was agreed the Parish Council would run the stall ‘Count the Chickens’ like last year.  Mr R Ling will attend the next meeting 20th June 2016 at 8pm.
16.031 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council 

a) email received from Sergeant Scott Cullum, would welcome information on who the volunteer is for Community Emergency Plans to keep information up to date for this area. Clerk to seek advice from SALC regards collecting data and sharing.
b) Mr A Ling read letter from Mr N Crowly, Churchwarden. The Parish Council appreciate the forewarning of the potential installation of a broadband aerial on the church tower. Councillors were also in support that more land is required for burial ground. Clerk to look into matter further.

16.032 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda – 
a) Chairman Mr A Ling thanked Mr P Whiffing for organising the Sport Relief event that took place on the 20th March 2016.
b) Chairman also thanked FFY & Mrs P Sunaway for organising the recent Litter Pick. Clerk to write letters of thanks.

c) Flower Show Committee have contacted the Chairman asking whether they would consider donating a cup as the current one has gone missing. Councillors agreed yes they would. Proposed: Mrs I Lincoln Seconded: Mr D Hook.  Mr A Ling will request the Flower Show Committee invoice the Parish Council once purchased and engraved.

d) Mrs S Grant requested information regards the Section 106 money on behalf of Otley Under 5’s as she is attending a meeting on Thursday 19th May as a trustee. Mr A Ling will forward previous emails when discussed at previous Parish Council Meetings to help clarify amount of money expected.
e) With reference to 16.022 of the minutes due to Mrs J Vaughan arriving after the discussion of the Defibrillator Councillors referred back to the earlier discussion and decided to consider mains power on either the outside of the doctors surgery or outside of the Village Hall. Clerk to enquire whether this is possible outside the doctors. Next step is to gain a proposal for the actual cost. Clerk to look into with help of Councillors.

16.033 Date of next meeting – 
Monday 18th July at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 9:20pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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