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OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 11th July 2016
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs R Green
Vice Chair:

Mrs I Lincoln
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr M Liddell, Mr P Whiffing, Mrs J Vaughan, Mrs A Lord.
The meeting opened at 7:32pm.  
16.034 Apologies for absence – Chairman Mr A Ling, Cllr M Hicks, Cllr T Fryatt, Mr T Barrett, 
16.035 Declarations of interest to items on agenda – none received.
16.036 Public Forum – there were no members of the public in attendance.
16.037 Minutes of AGM meeting held on 16th May 2016 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  All in favour.
16.038 Matters arising -   
a) Tempodis 230SI update: Thanks was given to Mr D Hook for setting up camera. Mr D Hook informed councillors that each battery takes 6.5 hours to charge. The issue of a telegraph pole obscuring camera on Chapel Road is a potential problem.   Also the reaction time is slightly delayed. These teething problems are being worked on. Camera has now been moved to Helmingham Road. Mrs S Grant to monitor battery life expectancy to ensure doesn’t run out. Mr D Hook also explained how any future problems would need to be directly dealt with by the German company. Clerk to inform Mr T Barrett of update. Clerk to pass on Speedwatch dates to Mrs I Lincoln, Mr D Hook and Mrs S Grant to help with future movement of camera and liaison with Speedwatch.
b) Community Emergency Planning- Clerk explained waiting to hear back from Doctors Surgery regards using outside of building for positioning Difibrillator. Clerk has also contacted Grundisburgh Clerk regards decisions they have made for their potential Difibrillator. Mr M Liddell explained he had a contact number for  East of England Ambulance Service. (passed on to Clerk to look into further). Mr P Whiffing pointed out there are two systems that can be put in place. The Community First responder is lead by people. The Community Public Access Defibrillator is more kit lead. Question was raised as to whether First Reponders are paid and and who by. To have a suitable first aid kit when responding could be cheaper from Ambulance Service. Mrs S Grant raised the point that First Responders could be important especially if the doctors surgery is not open as much.

Information Sharing as part of Community Emergency Plan has no definitive answer at present. Clerk continues to gain a clear answer.  It was agreed that no personal information would be shared publically unless permission has been given to Parish Council from specific individuals. Mr R Ling to send copy of recent update of CEP information.
c) Clerk reminded Councillors to update Register of Interest. Councillors to contact Karen Last 01394 444715 if forgotten how to access and passwords can be reset.
16.039 Finance – 
a) It was resolved to authorise cheques for signature: Suffolk Preservation Society £30.00. Village hall Hire £63.00. Payment of cheques agreed.  Proposed by Mrs S Grant and seconded by Mr P Whiffing and authorised by all councillors.
b) To receive and approve payments since last meeting: Clerks Salary: £241.16 Clerks Expenses: £0.00 none. Proposed: Mrs A Lord seconded: Mrs J Vaughan
c) To receive the Financial Report from the RFO including balances at bank - 

Balances are as follows:

Community C/Acc
 £  656.55 Cr 
(since writing the agenda the cheque given to Pre-school for £199.99 has been cashed hence balances changed slightly).
Business premium Acc   £10,581.54 Cr
 (No change since writing the agenda)
Clerk produced bank reconciliation for Councillors. The start of the new financial year has been relatively quiet. As part of the bank reconciliation Clerk has now included an additional figure which shows the transfer of money between the Business premium Account and the Community Current Account. By logging it separately it gives a clearer picture of movement of money rather than appearing like additional money has come into/left the accounts. Councillors aware that correspondence had been received from Barclays regards change in Financial Services Compensation Scheme from £85,000 down to £75,000.
d) Clerk informed Councillors that the BDO report was sent off beginning of June.  Details of End of year Return and Annual Governance Statement 2016, sections 1, 2 & 4 were published online prior to July 1st 2016 as necessary.
e) Clerk informed Councillors there were no further updates on ‘opting out’ of new audit regime. However, it will probably be necessary by Christmas to have certain procedures in place to show what Otley Parish Council are doing instead. Mr P Whiffing shared knowledge of Procurement of Auditors and recommended Councillors read the guidelines. Clerk to make early steps towards what is necessary in preparation for future external audit. 

16.040 Planning – 
a) To receive planning decisions:
DC16/0316/FUL  Hillview, Church Road, Otley. (application to varying conditions) Application Permitted. 
DC/16/1157/ARM Hillview, Church Road, Otley. Proposal: ‘Approval of Reserved Matters of DC/13/3229/OUT-outline planning permission for redevelopment of site to include up to 35 dwellings, up to 900 square metres of B1 Commerical space, landscaping and access roads. Existing buildings to be demolished’.  Extraordinaryy meeting held on 19th April 2016 allowing local residents to view plans and raise any questions. The Parish Council replied no objection but did ask many questions and make alternative suggestions as part of the response to ensure the opinions and viewpoints of the whole village were considered. Application Pending. Since the last meeting SCDC have been in touch regards referring the application to Planning Referral Committee. The majority decision from the Parish Council was not to refer the application (03/07/16). Since writing the agenda Ian Baker from Laurence Homes has been in touch with the Clerk to ascertain why the application has gone to referral. Clerk explained PC’s position and said it was trigger point 1 that sent it to referral but exactly what ‘triggered’ the referral is still unclear.
DC/16/1831/FUL Pipes Cottage Chapel Road, Oltey Proposal: Proposed replacement bay window and associated works. Date for submission of comments 24th May 2016. No Objection submitted. Application Permitted.
DC/16/1302/PN3 Willowmead, Otley Bottom, Otley. Proposal: Conversion of agricultural buildings on Willowmead Alpaca Farm into single dwelling. Parish Council replied with no objection. Application went to referral Committee 19th May 2016. Application refused.
b)To consider the following planning applications:  

DC/16/2458/FUL  The Knowle Church Road Otley. Proposal: Domestic equestrian 40x20 manege and hardstanding area. Currently with Planning Committee. Date for submission of comments 18th July 2016.

Mr R Ling informed Councillors of newspaper article that was published in the East Anglian regards ‘rights of way’ in connection to this application. Councillors studied the plans and are aware that access is obtained through a ‘rights of way’. 
Since writing the agenda further planning applications have been received:

DC/16/2647/FUL Willowmead, Otley Bottom, Otley. Proposal: Change of use of existing visitor centre/shop to dwelling & associated internal and external alterations.’ Date for submission: 26th July 2016.
Councillors looked at the plans for this application. Clerk explained this was the third time of trying to convert the building back into a dwelling and wording had changed but plans of what is intended is the same. Mr M Liddell informed Councillors that for applications to follow Permitted Development Rights, the building needed to be agricultural and have a pre-defined and agreed use. Unfortunately the building in question hasn’t been properly defined and therefore does not ‘fit the box’ in the eyes of SCDC planning department. Buildings such as this are referred to as ‘sui-generis’. Councillors were aware that originally when the detached house was built it stated that the bungalow would not be allowed to be a second dwelling on the site. One councillor questioned would additional traffic be an issue? This was counter balanced with the fact that more traffic was probably entering in and out of the property when in business use. Councillors took a vote on whether to object to the application. 7 Councillors were against objecting. 1 Councillor abstained. Overal majority in favour of application going ahead with no objection. It was agreed that since the application had not been objected previously it should not be objected this time.  Some Councillors did raise concern for the way the application has been handled and the process which has occurred. Other Councillors pointed out that changes occur to legislation to allow future building to occur and for planning to evolve.
DC/16/2747/FUL Pippins, Vine Road, Otley. Proposal: Car port. Date for submission: 27th July 2016. Currently with planning committee.
16.041 Highways 
a) Pot hole near drain along Church Road has been reported and has been fixed in last few days. Also large pot hole/road collapse near Otley Bottom has also been reported. Highways confirm it will be fixed in the next 4 weeks. Clerk to monitor.

b)A telegraph pole which is redundant and an inconvenience to pedestrians along Chapel Road. Clerk to contact National Power and move cables onto new BT pole- ongoing.
c) Clerk showed laminated sign to discourage dog owners using the ditch as a bin. Mrs S Grant to position sign.

16.042 Rights of Way 
a) Definitive Map & Statement for Rural District of Deben- Clerk has contacted rights of way who think it’s a good idea to scan onto website, but couldn’t give the definite answer of yes go ahead. Clerk has been advised to contact Definitive Map Team directly. Councilllors discussed other ways of using footpath maps on the website. Mr R Ling has a footpath handout that he devised that can go on the website. Mrs A Lord has access to the GIS programme where maps can have things added and removed to suit the purpose. Mr D Hook suggested adding dog bins so public are aware.
16.043 County Councillor’s Report  – Cllr T Fryatt’s report was read by Mrs I Lincoln.

Report from Tony Fryatt, District Councillor.

My apologies, yet again, for missing your meeting.

Devolution
Since the last report an enormous amount of effort has been put into the discussions to introduce the East Anglia Devolution deal. The aim is to have this in by the early part of next year. Suffolk Coastal endorsed the proposal on 30 June. We now have a short period of public consultation before it comes back for approval in October.
The Norfolk and Suffolk consultation will be run between Friday 8 July and Tuesday 23 August. The proposals represent a major change to local government. Make sure you have your say on:

https://www.eastangliadevo.co.uk/
Since the original East Anglia Devolution deal was published in March discussions with Government have led to a proposal to have two deals (Norfolk/Suffolk and Cambridgeshire /Peterborough).

Two proposed deals worth more than £1.5bn have now been drawn up between Central Government and 19 councils across Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough, the New Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and the Greater Cambridge/Greater Peterborough LEP.

As part of the proposed deals, two new East Anglia Combined Authorities would be created, chaired by Directly Elected Mayors. If the deals are agreed, elections for the Directly Elected Mayor would take place in May 2017. 

If approved, the deals would see more decisions on areas like infrastructure, growth, employment and skills being made locally, rather than by Central Government - signaling the start of a fundamentally different relationship between government and local public services. 

The proposed Norfolk/Suffolk deal has been endorsed by all of the councils in Suffolk and Norfolk except, Breckland Council, Great Yarmouth Borough Council, North Norfolk District Council and Norwich City Council.  

All councils in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough and the Greater Cambridgeshire Greater Peterborough LEP have agreed their proposed deal.

 Amalgamation of Suffolk Coastal and Waveney Districts.

Work is progressing on proposals to formally amalgamate these two Districts. No firm proposals are yet on the table but a business case is being prepared. We have amalgamated our websites – you may have noticed the change to the “East Suffolk” website containing information on Waveney.

Community Enabling Budget.

So far this financial year I have agreed to money for the defibrillator in Grundisburgh and first aid training in Debach/Clopton. Have you any more good ideas that could benefit from a bit of financial support?

Regards,
Tony Fryatt

It is believed that the new Conservative Councillor for Carlford (which covers the parish of Otley), is Robin Vickery. Clerk to confirm to Councillors once more information is available. 

16.044 Community Police Report – Clerk shared July ‘Safer Neighbourhood Team Report’ found on line for Woodbridge SNT. Statistics for 1st-30th June was missing. Clerk found it time consuming finding news letter when they are all listed as ‘newsletter’. Some information was also repeated. Councillors were disappointed with the information. Clerk to write letter to Police Crime Commissioner expressing PC understands there are changes but not very happy with the way it is moving forward.
Mr M Liddell mentioned that Aldeburgh PC were considering number plate recognition camera. Due to recent burglaries in Otley this may be something worth considering in the future.

16.045 Speedwatch Results –In the absence of Mr T Barrett, Mrs I Lincoln read his email regards recent speedwatch information:
Very impressed that the camera was installed, a good joint effort.   Unfortunately the saga continues.

The camera appeared to stop working after a couple of days.  I lost count of the number of people who have told me it is not working, so it looks as if people care.

The CC have installed it in a very bad position in Chapel road because it is obscured by various poles.    Even when it was working it only picked up cars at the very last minute. Can it be resited?

I understand that some of the CC cameras have a data recording capability.   It would be very useful to compare these to the Speedwatch stats because our very presence slows traffic. The combination of data  would help police target their speed traps.

We did two sessions this month

A number of people had told us that speeding was a particular problem on Helmingham Rd early in the morning, so we did one at  7-8 am  Wed 6 July.  It showed a significant speeding problem.   Nearly half the vehicles were doing over 30 mph (we only record those doing over 36mph) , nearly all the rest were in convoy suggesting that the lead car had been warned, slowed down and caused other drivers to bunch up

152 vehicles  -   1 at 50mph+, 13 at  40mph+, 20 at 36mph+

There was very light traffic in Chapel Rd (5-6pm 8 July).   All the cars were within the speed limit

70 vehicles - 0 speeding

All the best

Tony
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Mrs A Lord congratulated Tony on his efforts for doing the speedwatch statistics. Mr D Hook informed Councillors an additional component would need to be purchased in order to record data which would be good for the future.
16.045 Community Council Report – Mr R Ling read information from the Community Council as he attended the recent meeting on 20th June 2016:

There is a new hot water heater which was installed due to not enough hot water being available, however this is costing significantly more to run and needs to be adjusted so not running 24/7.

It is planned that a new hand held micro phone will be purchased.

The fence between Shrubbery Cottage and playing field will be removed and cleared in the near future.

Mrs A Lord informed Councillors that she has access to shrubs through the Woodland Trust which the community Council might be interested in.

Clerk requires new Community Council Secretary’s email. Mrs I Lincoln to email Clerk. Clerk to then make contact and find out next meeting date. Mrs I Lincoln or Mrs J Vaughan to attend.

16.046 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council 

a) Mrs S Grant informed Councillors of the progress with the ditch and sewage smell along Gibralter Road. The Environmental Agency contacted residents and everyone replied informing as to how they dispose of sewage. Samples were taken but there is no reason to take the matter any further. Hopefully the matter has been resolved.
b) Mrs I Lincoln thanked Mrs S Grant, Mr P Whiffing and Mr D Hook’s wife for supporting the fete. Thanks was also given to Mr A Ling for providing the chickens that were counted.

16.047 Councillors’ reports and items for future agenda – 
a) Mr P Whiffing and Mrs J Vaughan both gave advance apologies for absence at the next meeting.

b) Clerk made Councillors aware that SCDC have sent information regards ‘Vulnerable to Radicalisation (VTR) or influenced by Extremism’. This is a current issue nationwide and guidance is available should anyone have any concerns. Clerk to display poster on noticeboard and put something on website.

16.048 Date of next meeting – 
Monday 12th September at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 9:35pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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