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OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 13th July 2015
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs R Green and Mrs V Osborne
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mrs I Lincoln, Mrs J Vaughan, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr M Liddell,   Mr P Whiffing, Cllr T Fryatt 
The meeting opened at 7:30pm.  
15.036 Apologies for absence – Mrs A Lord, Cllr P Bellfield

15.037 Declaration of interest to items on the agenda –none received.

15.038 Public Forum – there were no members of the public in attendance.
15.039 Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 18th May 2015 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  Approved by all councillors.
15.040 Matters Arising -  
a) Quote for MVSA posts approved- £2678.35 +VAT. (£2000 of which will be donated by Cllr P Bellfield). Proposed by Mrs J Vaughn and seconded by Mrs I. Lincoln.  Mrs V Osborne explained Mr Tony Buckingham is looking into the appropriate sign to display on post when not in use. Mrs V Osborne to confirm the cost of this with supplier and begin purchasing order. Mr D Hook agreed to receive the delivery of the Tempodis 230 SI and store until installed.  Once ready for use Mr D Hook will establish a rota and circulate to those involved for rotating the camera between the four different posts.

b) Works began on the new bus shelter on 3rd June 2015 but developments came to a stop due to confusion over a bus shelter being built on the opposite side of the road and concern raised by Mr Thorpe about a bus shelter being built outside his house,(2 Newlands, Otley).  A bus shelter is not being built outside 16/17 Chapel Road; only a hard standing surface has been laid as by law there has to be a bus stop on the opposite side of the road to a shelter. Mr Thorpe is concerned about the footpath and significant drop into his garden if the bus shelter is position outside his house.  The risk of injury if a member of the public should fall from one path to the other was concern to Mr Thorpe if the responsibility lies with him. Mr Simon Barnett (SCDC Highways) has been in contact with Parish Council and looked at the area of concern and takes on board his concerns.  A new work schedule will commence once this matter has been resolved.
c) The Parish Council discussed the assistance that they could give to Mr Thorpe (2 Newlands) as Suffolk Coastal District Council will not level the footpaths. It was suggested help could be given in the form of a simple post and rail fencing.  Mr D Hook is willing to provide posts and fixing parts. Mr A Ling and Mr M Liddell are prepared to help with installation.  It was agreed by all Councillors this would be a gift from the Parish Council for the benefit of keeping the public safe and alleviate Mr Thorpe’s concerns.  Future maintenance of the fence would be Mr Thorpe’s responsibility.  Mrs V Osborne will make the offer to Mr Thorpe regarding the fencing.
d) Kerbing of the unofficial layby at Gibraltar Road crossroads is in hand by Mr A Ling. It was brought to the attention of the council that a sandwich board being used for advertising is positioned on this area of land.  This is causing and obstruction and lack of visibility. Clerk to write a letter to owner of sandwich board.
e) Thanks were given to Mr Chris Clarke for his support in the successful litter pick on 17th June 2015.  The village is considerably tidier due to the good turn-out of supporters.

f) Village of the Year 2015. Unfortunately Otley was unsuccessful in going forwards to the next round. Chairman thanked Mrs V Osborne for all her hard work. A lot of information has been collated as part of the submission process which provides a very positive image of the village. Additional information regarding the competition is published today (13th July 2015).
g) Mrs R Green has been appointed the new Clerk for Otley Parish Council. Details of salary and contract being finalised. 

15.041 Finance
a) It was resolved to authorise cheques for signature- payment of cheques agreed.  Proposed by Mrs J Vaughan and seconded by Mrs I Lincoln and authorised by all Councillors. £67.50 Village Hall Hire. £30 Suffolk Preservation Society.(auth by e-mail)
b) It was resolved to authorise payments since last meeting: £23.50 Clerks expenses. £558 Clerks salary. Proposed by Mrs S Grant and seconded by Mr D Hook.

c) To receive the Financial report from the RFO including bank balances.
Bank balances are as follows: Community C/Acc

£1,291.02 CR



           Business premium Acc
£8,993.77 CR
d) To receive the Financial Quarterly Statement. It was resolved that these be accepted in their present form.

15.042 Planning Matters

a) DC15/1880/FUL Church View, Church Road – Proposal for workshop & cycle store- approved.
b) To consider the following planning applications: DC15/2131/FUL Walnut Tree Farm, The Green Ashbocking- Erection of a replacement pig rearing building- No objections. 
DC15/2149 & DC15/2150 Two Hoots Farm- Resubmission of a single storey extension to north, replacement porch (demolish existing) and associated works.- No objections.  

Mr P Whiffing queried procedure for seeing planning applications.  It was explained there was a planning subcommittee.  Documentation is available to all members of the public online through SCDC website. If the planning application is considered to be controversial within the village the application would be brought to the whole council and discussed in a meeting.
c) Mr D Hook apologised to Clerk for being unable to attend the World Planning Event.  Chairman read extract from Mr T Fryatt’s on this aspect: 

World of Planning Events.

We undertook four events between Waveney and Suffolk Coastal to which all Town and Parish council were invited. The purpose of these events is to listen to the concerns and issues that T&PCs have about the planning service, and to report back on progress made.  These sessions concentrated on affordable housing and guidance on how to get the best out of the public access computer system. There was also feedback on the points raised at the previous meeting. They were well attended and well received. 

15.043 Highway Matters

a) Temporary Traffic Order C306 Ipswich Road -30/07/15-03/08/15 (excluding weekend). Notices have been displayed on both noticeboards and on the Otley Parish Council website.

b) Temporary Traffic Order C301 Chapel Road- 10/08/15-12/08/15. Notices have been displayed on both noticeboards and Parish Council website. Clerk has written to the following businesses in the village to pre warn them of potential disruption: Holmes Construction, Soames coaches, Baptist Church, Doctors surgery, Otley Hall, Mr Haag, Otley Village Stores and Jane Hall for St Mary’s Church.
c) Silver Peugeot in ditch at Otley Bottom. Clerk has been in contact with PC Debbie Howgego to speed up the removal of the vehicle. At present the car is classified as an abandon vehicle. The Council have gained an order to have the vehicle removed and it should be gone in the very near future.

d) Regarding pot holes along High House Road Clerk to report again.

e) It was brought to the attention of the council that the hedge along Helmingham Road between Gibraltar Road and the White Hart Pub needs cutting back. Clerk to report to highways.

f) Mr T Fryatt questioned whether it was a problem for the village having lorries turning round and using Otley as a cut through.  Mrs S Grant responded that the volume and the fact there is not enough room was a problem.
g) It was brought to the attention of the council that the new brick bus shelter outside Soames still does not have any protection to avoid the bus hitting it again. Previously options were being looked at. Mr A Ling to contact Mr Soames again.

15.044 Rights of Way
a) It has been brought to the attention of the council that Footpath 30 is very over grown. Mrs I Lincoln to go and assess.

b) Gipsy Lane- Mrs S Grant has spoken to Mr Tony Buckingham over concern for the way in which the lane is used. It has been suggested not to cut it quite so much, possibly once a year rather than lots to discourage vehicles. To be considered for next year’s cutting arrangements.

c) It has been brought to the attention of the council that a tree is down at the back of Hubbards.  The Council agreed to wait until crops have been harvested then in the autumn ask land owner to remove it if not already done so.

d) Footpath 22 behind Mr Tony Barrett’s house very over grown. Mr A ling has spoken to Mr T Barrett who says he will make it more accessible. 

15.045 District & County Councillor’s Report.
Mr T Fryatt arrived to read his report.

My apologies if these tend to concentrate on the planning issues but they do take up the major part of my time nowadays.
Quality of Place Awards.

The Suffolk Coastal Quality of Place Awards are designed to encourage an interest in the quality of the built environment of our district and to promote an awareness of the need for high standards in all forms of design. There are two categories (Design and Building Conservation) and we have had some good entries in both of these. The deadline for entry has been extended until 30 June.

Unlisted Heritage Assets – Local Lists

We have now commenced a formal public consultation designed to establish the basic criteria for creating lists of heritage assets as identified by local communities .These are dwellings, artefacts or items that the community wish to see preserved. This is to meet our obligations under Section 12 of the National Planning Policy Framework. The consultation runs until 17 August.

 As yet, we have not specified the protection to be afforded by this listing, and this will be the subject of a new Supplementary Planning Document.

Issues and Options/Area Action Plans

We have held two meetings 22June for the Felixstowe Peninsular AAP and 23 June for the Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies. These will allocate land for development, covering a variety of uses including housing, employment, retail and community uses. They will also contain policies for specific sites and areas.
Some very useful progress was made. The output from these is currently being summarised and will be presented back to the next round of meetings planned for early August. The target is for a paper to Cabinet in September and then to start consultation at the end of September.

Affordable Housing in Rural Areas.

The Affordable Housing Partnership initiative kicks off at the SCDC Policy Development Committee on 14th July. The aim is to seek ways of increasing the provision of affordable housing in rural areas in all its forms:-  social, shared equity, self-build etc. and the role that SCDC should have to create partnership working. The underlying principle is to strengthen communities by enabling people to remain in their village when situations change. This will need facilities for downsizing, first time buyers and also to encourage families to return to their home village. We will be considering exception sites, community land trusts and ways in which SCDC can support initiatives with financial assistance.

World of Planning Events.

We undertook four events between Waveney and Suffolk Coastal to which all Town and Parish council were invited. The purpose of these events is to listen to the concerns and issues that T&PCs have about the planning service, and to report back on progress made.  These sessions concentrated on affordable housing and guidance on how to get the best out of the public access computer system. There was also feedback on the points raised at the previous meeting. They were well attended and well received. 

As part of his report Mr T Fryatt has suggested the Parish Council make a list of nominations for ‘Unlisted Heritage Assets’ as this will happen very soon.
Mr T Fryatt is happy to be involved with the Hubbards development when the time comes to ensure suitable housing is created.

Mr Fryatt also mentioned the ‘Community Enabling Fund’ and asked for suggestions on what the money could be spent on, (approximately £1000 per village). Suggestions such as paint for the scout hut and additional signs for the village were made.
15.046 Community Police Report  No Police report to report.

15.047 WSNT Priorities Setting Meeting Updates/Speed watch results/SAVID

a) Mrs S Grant recapped on points from email previously distributed to councillors from the meeting she attended on 1st July 2015.
The 3 priority that have been set for the next two months are:-

1 To monitor the use of car park areas as training grounds for possible Top Gear candidates or as the police officer called them (Gary Boys) (She did open the meeting with saying she called a" spade a spade") This would include any problems we may have with the college in September.

2. The education of dogs, their owners and the impact on the environment. It seems there is a big problem in some villages, with people just letting the dogs out of cars to exercise themselves, while the owners wait in the car for them. i.e. Orford  and Broom Heath, Woodbridge in particular.

3. Reduction of rural crime through patrol and crime awareness education.

b) It was brought to the attention of the council that the parking outside the Otley Village Stores was very busy and some owners of vehicles are not parking safely or sensibly.  Mrs J Vaughan to speak with the owner of Otley Village Store, Mr Andrew Sunaway to move his sandwich-board ‘we are open sign’ to a different location.

c) There were no speed watch results.

d) SAVID- As part of the meeting at Clopton Mr D Hook (SAVID representative) raised the issue of parking outside St Mary’s Church on behalf of a local resident.  On some occasions, particularly Sunday mornings, Church Road becomes a single lane of traffic flowing around a bend, with no opportunity to pull in.  It was questioned whether the field could be made more available (like when there is a wedding or funeral) or the potential use of the bowls club car park as this would alleviate the problem.  Mr A Ling to speak to Mr Phil Quilham about use of bowls club car park.
15.048 Community Council Report

Chairman read notes from Community Council.
Fete and Otley Fest were being planned and organised which then occurred on Saturday 4th July 2015 and appear to have been a success once again.
Owl boxes have been positioned around the playing field from Otley Green and a Wild Meadow has also been created.

The graffiti has been removed and the wall repainted on the side of the village hall.
There is currently works being done on refurbishing and decorating the back room and main hall of the village hall.

Mr M Liddell apologised for not attending the last Community Council Meeting.

It was agreed Mr R Ling would attend the next Community Council meeting on 7th September 2015.
15.049 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –
a) SCDC Public Consultation: draft criteria for identification of non-designated heritage assets. This was highlighted to councillors through Mr Fryatt’s report.
b) Sport Relief Mile Sunday 20th March 2016: No volunteers came forward to organise. Mrs J Vaughan to advertise on face book.  Clerk to advertise on Parish Council website. Clerk and Councillors to mention to any keen runners who might be interested in organising it.
c) Commonwealth Day (Monday 14th March 2016) Councillors agreed to purchase a flag 90’ x 50’ approximately £38.00.  Proposed: Mrs I Lincoln. Seconded: Mrs S Grant.  Clerk to confirm exact cost and make application. Clerk to also contact Otley Primary School to see if interested in participating.
15.050 Any Other Business 

a) Mr M Liddell gave an update regarding Laurence Homes (Purchasers of Hubbards for housing development). The outline planning for 34 houses currently appears the same on their website. Hubbards have a 9 month extension on lease from May 2015.  Mr M Liddell has been in contact with Managing Director.
b) Defibrillator-Mrs J Vaughan said she knew of a different angle taken on the location and availability of defibrillators from another village and to possibly consider something similar for Otley. Mrs J Vaughan to gather more details.
c) Chairman requested that all Councillors respond to Clerk via email individually, not ‘reply all’.
15.051 Questions – 
a) Mr P Whiffing asked about progress of broadband. It is understood that it could be deferred until September despite everything being ready.

b) Mrs V Osborne requested approval of archiving and disposing of historical Parish Council documentation.  Reference made to pink form 3813 10th July 2015 description of items:
3 letters regarding new footway from ‘Flying Otters’ to ‘Pearl Close’ 2002/2003

Statement of Street lighting changed 1981.

Agreement between Eastern Electricity Board and Otley Parish Council 1981.

Agreement between eastern Electricity Board and Otley Parish Council 1977 x2 accompanying letters attached.

1995-1998 Declarations of Acceptance of Office and Register of Interest forms.

All councillors approved.

With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 9:00pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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