OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 19th October 2015
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs R Green 
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mrs I Lincoln, Mrs J Vaughan, Mr D Hook, Mr M Liddell, Mr P Whiffing. 

Cllr T Fryatt  Cllr M Hicks
The meeting opened at 7:30pm.  
15.069 Apologies for absence – Mrs A Lord, Mrs S Grant, PC Howgego, Tony Barratt (Otley Speedwatch), James Hall (Community Council).
15.070 Declaration of interest to items on the agenda –none received.

15.071 Public Forum – there were no members of the public in attendance.
15.072 Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 14th September 2015 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  Approved by all Councillors.
15.073 Matters Arising -  
a) The Tempodis 230 SI posts have been ordered by Tony Buckingham. The deadline is 14 weeks but it is hoped they will be sorted before then. Clerk to remain in contact and check progress. An invoice to Suffolk County Council has been submitted in order to claim funding of £2,000 from District Councillor P. Bellfield. 
b) Works on the new bus shelter at Newlands remains the same since the last meeting.  A new work schedule date has yet to be given. Clerk has been in contact with Highways and awaiting response.
c) Mr A Ling and Mr D Hook will arrange to get together in preparation of installing the fencing.

d) Kerbing of the unofficial layby at Gibraltar Road crossroads is in hand by Mr A Ling. 

e) New Clerk, Mrs R Green’s contract is almost complete and requires signing. Continues to be in hand.
f) Non Designated Heritage Assets for Otley. SCDC Cabinet released criteria on 6th October and is available to view on the SCDC website. Cllr Mr P Whiffing distributed notes from his research to all councillors. Currently SCDC does not have a list of non-designated heritage assets but is actively considering establishing one. The approved criteria are: Archaeological Interest, Architectural Interest, Artistic Interest, and Historic Interest. Cllr T Fryatt suggested the Parish Council has 3 options. Option 1=wait for planning applications to come in. Option 2= wait for the list. Option 3= Be pro-active. Non-Designated Heritage Assets are not like grade II listed buildings, however owners of property can opt not to be on the list if they desire.

Councillors agreed to make a list for Otley. Suggestions and ideas of what to nominate to be given to Cllr Mr P Whiffing.  
g) Sport Relief Mile (Sunday 20th March 2016). Application for the event has been submitted. Village hall booked. Cllr Mr P Whiffing has been in touch with the local events co-ordinator in preparation for the event. Volunteers Cllr Mr P Whiffing and Clerk to continue preparations with other voluntary members of the community.
h) Commonwealth Day (Monday 14th March 2016). A flag is no longer required to be purchased as an offer of a free one from the organisers of Commonwealth Day has been given and accepted. Cllr Mr T Fryatt suggested Otley Primary school apply for Capital Grant Funding as a way of paying for a flag pole for the school. Clerk to inform Mrs J Hubbard-Whiting of this possibility.
i) Community Emergency Planning. Clerk and Cllr Mr R Ling have arranged to meet and discuss CEP and the preparations for winter gritting within the village. Cllr Mrs J Vaughan provided Councillors with further information on defibrillators and Councillors discussed the matter. Otley Doctors Surgery does have one which can be used by trained staff during surgery opening hours. If the emergency is during closed hours then there appears to be the possibility of two options.

Option 1: Buy a defibrillator and locate it in a central position within the village outside so anyone can use it. Code to unlock defibrillator would be issued by 999 services once ambulance has been called for. Instructions on use are included but it will not work unless heart requires it to, therefore user cannot make the medical situation worse.  
Option 2:Buy several defibrillators and store in homes within Otley and those looking after defibrillators are first responders. They would take defibrillator to patient once 999 have contacted them with details of where to go.  To be a first responder training is required. Cllr Mr T Fryatt mentioned courses are available as Bredfield is also considering a similar route. Clerk to look into courses available for training and to find out if there are any people in Otley who may be interested in becoming a first responder.(advertise on face book and website). It was suggested the telephone box could be a possible location point. Clerk to find out if phone box is still in use and who owns it.  Cllr Mrs J Vaughan to continue looking further into defibrillators.
j) Making Gypsy Lane safer: update given from Clerk on Cllr Mrs S Grant’s behalf. Safety issue to be monitored and reviewed.

k) Environmental Health Agency update on Ipswich Road. Clerk read notes on behalf of Cllr Mrs S Grant. Cllr Mrs S Grant has spoken to environmental health people and their first action is to write to all the houses that discharge into the ditch, asking what type of sewage treatment they have. Cllr Mrs S Grant will monitor outcome.
15.074 Finance
a) It was resolved to authorise 1 cheque for signature: £13.50 Village Hall Hire for July. Prop: Cllr Mrs I Lincoln, Seconded: Cllr Mrs J Vaughan.
b) It was resolved to authorise payments since last meeting: £2.21 Clerk’s expenses. £129.20 Clerk’s salary. Prop: Cllr Mr P Whiffing.  Seconded: Cllr Mr M Liddell. Invoices authorised by email: CAS Ltd (Insurance) £224.41. 
c) To receive the Financial report from the RFO including bank balances.
Bank balances are as follows: Community C/Acc

£2,842.55 CR



           Business premium Acc
£6,310.45 CR
d) To receive the Financial Statement. It was resolved that these be accepted in their present form.

Clerk explained an authorised cheque £25 had cleared since time of writing the agenda. Current account was high in funds due to R Carlton’s cheque yet to be cashed and payment had been received from SCC for grass cutting. (£1,229.26). Clerk still having difficulties with Barclays bank so easier to leave money in current account so cheques can still be written. Once banking issues are resolved Clerk will transfer some money to savings account. Despite current account being high in funds, savings account produces very little interest so it will not make a huge amount of difference to money earned from interest. Clerk presented Councillors with figures for payments and receipts including bank balances. Clerk also presented a copy of bank payments/cash book for this year so far so Councillors are aware of the record being kept after authorisation is given. Clerk also explained how online banking with Barclays works and how the system has changed since the previous clerk used online banking. Current clerk will be using one membership number due to the fact she personally banks with Barclays and using her personal card which acts as an identification card. The Parish Council’s accounts will continue to be ‘attached’ as this is how Barclays operate. Clerk reassured Councillors that despite having to have authorisation to sign cheques to be able to do online banking the current system would still apply where by clerk does not sign cheques, just two of the three designated councillors. All payments will continue to be logged on spreadsheet and no payments will be made unless authorisation to do so is given to Clerk. Cllr Mrs I Lincoln was able to vouch for this due to working for Barclays Bank. 
15.075 Planning Matters

To receive planning decisions :  
DC15/2149 & DC15/2150 Two Hoots Farm- Resubmission of a single storey extension to north, replacement porch (demolish existing) and associated works. –Pending decision.
Clerk has been in contact with Planning Officer Ben Woolnough to check progress with this application. His email response was read by the Clerk says ‘The application is on hold for the time being while the applicant attempts to amend their plans for final consideration. I am expecting amendments soon but the changes may not be significant so it is unlikely that I shall need to re-consult the Parish Council.’
To consider the following planning applications: None
Cllr Mrs J Vaughan brought to the attention of the Councillors that the field backing onto the Hubbards site has recently had an very deep ditch dug (approx 8ft) which now blocks access to the field. It seems a rather strange thing to do. Situation to be monitored.
15.076 Highway Matters

a) Temporary Traffic Order C301 Chapel Road- 10/08/15-12/08/15. Clerk wrote to Highways and received a response. They will try their best but logistically it is difficult for them.  They have spoken to Mr Sunaway about the matter too.
b) Over grown trees and shrubs along Helmingham Road between Ipswich Road and the White Hart Pub. Highways will not cut it back yet but Clerk is in process of contacting owners of land in order to try and resolve matter.
c) Protection of Bus Shelter on Chapel Road: Clerk to contact Mr Soames about possible options of protecting the bus shelter.

d) Road Closure Church Road: Temporary Traffic Order 06/10/15. There was limited warning of this road closure to residents and Clerk was only informed officially on the day of the closure. The road was closed to fix the drain and unblock the drain that had previously been reported. Fortunately work was completed quickly within the day.
e) It has been bought to the attention of councillors that there is a nasty pot hole at the bottom of the hill along the road heading to High House.  Also a drain is collapsing on Church Road heading down towards Otley Bottom. Nearer the Cattery at Otley Bottom a drain is blocked and rain water is not draining away. Clerk to report all concerns to Highways.
15.077 Rights of Way
a) Update on Footpath 30. Over grown and impassable. Clerk has reported to Highways.
b) Update on tree that is down at the back of Hubbards: has now been removed. 
c) Hedge at Newlands requiring cutting: Cllr Mr R Ling has cut and cleared.

15.078 District & County Councillor’s Report.
Clerk queried question from last meeting regards why Otley’s ‘Permission & Resolution to grant permission’ was 37 and councillors believed this to have been previously agreed at 35. By email Cllr Tony Fryatt referred Clerk to ‘Site Allocations and Area Specific Policies Development Plan Document’.  The Document was received on the 17th October 2015 and will be distributed to councillors so they can see sections which refer to Otley.
Cllr T Fryatt read his report to the Parish Council.

District Council Briefing October 2015

Otley Scouts.

Firstly, the good news. Otley Scouts have been awarded the £1500 from my Community Budget to undertake an update of their hall.
Site Allocation and Area Specific Policies

You should have received the large volumes detailing the next steps in the development of our Local Plan. The public consultation starts today and runs until Monday 30thNovember.

Please do study this and let us have your comments. Apart from the printed material, details are available on the SCDC website and there will be six drop-in sessions around the District where you can meet the planners and study the proposals in more detail.

You will see that we have a target for submission to the Planning Inspectorate by May 2016.

Local Lists

The criteria for determining unlisted heritage assets was subject to local consultation and these were agreed at the last Cabinet meeting. They will be circulated in the near future. You can make a start now!

Brown Bins (garden waste)

Although no firm decision has been made, it is looking as though we will have to start making a charge for this service next year. The preferred method is to add a small amount to the council tax rather than introduce a specific charge for the service.

Devolution

There is a considerable amount of effort being directed to the Devolution proposals being suggested by Central Government. These involve discussions as to how best provide services:

· working with other Districts,

· working with County Council or even

· working with Norfolk.

No firm decisions have been but Central Government are pushing for our early responses.

Scheme of Delegation

To ensure that we can continue to provide our existing quality of planning service we have now agreed the changes to the Scheme of Delegations whereby planning decision, are referred to the Planning Committee. Then purpose of the change is to eliminate those cases that do not justify full consideration by the Committee. Under the new scheme, the Parish Council or Ward Counsellor will request that an application is referred to the Committee giving material planning reasons to justify such a move.

Tony Fryatt
19 October 2015

Cllr M Hicks introduced himself and read his report to the Councillors
. 
October 2015 report for the Thredling Division from Cllr Matthew Hicks
Suffolk’s leaders launch bid to find locations for Short Stay Stopping Sites

Leaders across Suffolk’s public sector are calling for landowners and other interested parties to suggest sites that could be used for Short-Stay Stopping Sites for the Gypsy and Traveller community. The call for sites aims to identify land on which to locate three short-stay stopping sites for the Gypsy and Traveller community. Suffolk currently does not have any sites of this type.  Between 2009 and July 2015, the county has seen 280 unauthorised Gypsy and Traveller encampments. These encampments cost taxpayers tens of thousands of pounds each year to deal with. Other counties which have established short-stay stopping sites have seen a significant reduction in unauthorised encampments. The Call for Sites closes on 15 November.  All sites submitted will be carefully assessed against the criteria so the Public Sector Leaders Group can decide which sites to put out for consultation in December 2015.  Views received as part of the December consultation will be analysed to help inform the decisions the Public Sector Leaders Group take in February 2016 about which sites to put forward to the planning process.  As part of the planning process there would be further periods of public consultation. The aim is to have the sites up and running by the end of 2016.  The Call for Sites booklet, a series of FAQs and details of how to respond are all available at www.suffolk.gov.uk/shortstay  

Health teams in Suffolk launch new childhood illnesses app

Public Health Suffolk and Suffolk’s clinical commissioning groups have launched a comprehensive guide to common childhood illnesses aimed at parents and carers. The new booklet and app will provide a helpful information package during times when they may need a bit of extra help or advice.  The free booklet “The Guide: Common Childhood Illnesses and Wellbeing in Suffolk”, contains information on wellbeing, common illnesses and how to keep children safe and healthy. It also provides advice on when to consult the GP or health visitor and information on common illnesses such as chickenpox, colds, sore throats and ear infections.  Suffolk residents can also download and view the information on their phones and tablets via the App Store and Googleplay by searching Suffolk Child Health.  As well as a booklet, the information is available to view online in a downloadable form on www.healthysuffolk.org.uk 

Suffolk smokers urged to sign up to Stoptober with friends, family and colleagues to boost chances of quitting

With data showing that 18.5% of Suffolk residents are smokers, Suffolk residents who smoke are being urged to sign up to Stoptober - the country’s 28-day mass quit attempt initiated by Public Health England. Along the way, they will receive support and encouragement every step of the way from some of the nation’s top comedians.  To stand an even better chance of quitting, Suffolk residents are encouraged to sign up with their friends, family and colleagues, as evidence reveals that this type of collective quitting can dramatically improve people’s chances of successfully stopping.  Research shows that smokers are two thirds (67%) more likely to quit when their spouse stops smoking, and a third more likely to quit when a close friend (36%) or someone they work with (34%) stops.  The data also show that individuals are much more likely (61%) to smoke if their partner or a close friend smokes – demonstrating the powerful influence that people’s social networks have on their own smoking behaviour.  This year, Stoptober will be providing quitters with a personal touch from some of the nation’s leading comedians – Bill Bailey, Rhod Gilbert, Al Murray and Shappi Khorsandi. Messages of support and encouragement will be sent straight to quitters’ phones and emails throughout October.  Over a quarter of a million people across the country signed up to Stoptober last year with more than half making it to 28 days; this year, it is expected the campaign will welcome the millionth sign up. By stopping smoking for 28 days you are five times more likely to stop for good.
Graduates take the first step on the teaching career ladder in Suffolk
More than 50 graduates have started new careers in Suffolk schools thanks to an innovative internship programme.  In a partnership between Schools’ Choice and Suffolk schools supported by SCC, interns get one academic year of paid experience, teaching and working with children and young people.  Around 20 schools will host the interns including primary schools, a pupil referral unit, a special school, academies and Local Authority maintained schools.  They will receive development support, the chance to work in specific interest areas, such as special education needs or social work, and help with making career choices or applications for further professional training. Recruiting, developing and retaining quality teachers in Suffolk are key aims of our Raising the Bar programme, as we recognise how crucial this is to continuing to improve educational standards in the county.  This new programme of internships in schools is a fantastic opportunity for graduates to gain paid work experience and see if working in education is the right career path for them. 
Matthew Hicks   - County Councillor for the Thredling Division

Tel : 01728 628176    Mob : 07824474741       E-mail : matthew.hicks@suffolk.gov.uk

After his report he mentioned Suffolk having 11 ‘not spots’ which refers to poor signal for phones and poor internet connection.  Government are funding 11 lattice towers to improve situation particularly for rural locations. 4G signal will then be available. Likely that one will be positioned in the Coddenham Road area.
15.079 Community Police Report  
Chairman Mr A Ling read the report from PC Howgego. 

There have been 4 recorded crimes since the last meeting on 14/09/15.

1) Interference with a motor vehicle along Ashbocking Road.

2) Theft (Other) along Chapel Road, item stolen from within the Doctors surgery.

3) Having an article with blade/point on school premises, Charity Lane.

4) Theft (Other) Charity Lane item stolen from bag left in canteen at College.

The report included statistics of comparisons to other parishes in the Woodbridge and District SNT area for the same time period. Otley is slightly higher this period in comparison to other villages. Current priorities for SNT as follows (another meeting yet to be held since SNT meeting on 01/07/15): 
· To monitor and deal with any issues raised in respect of youths driving their vehicles in the area of Hamblin Rd, Woodbridge and any other villages where they gather.

· To patrol rural areas and villages to reduce the opportunity for rural crime.

· To engage with dog owners, clubs and partner agencies to advise and educate owners with regards to their responsibilities.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    The next Priority Setting Meeting will be held at on Wednesday 21st October 2015 at 7pm, at Campsea Ashe Village Hall.

The mobile police station will be visiting Otley on Wednesday 28th October 15 between 0845-0945 hrs, parked in the Village Hall car park.

Speed checks have been carried out on Helmingham Rd with 7 x warning letters being issued. Request for checks to be early in the morning and later in the afternoon have been noted.
There have been no recorded reports of anti social behaviour in Otley that I am aware of since your last meeting. The Woodbridge & District SNT has now relocated to the new office attached to the fire station; the address is Theatre Street, Woodbridge, IP12 4NE.
Cllr Mrs S Grant, if well enough hopes to attend the next Priority Setting Meeting on Wednesday 21st October. Clerk to pass on agenda to Cllr Mrs S Grant once available.
Clerk wrote letter after last parish Council meeting regards officers not attending Parish Council meetings. Clerk wrote a positive response regards the support Otley receives from PC Howgego and PCSO Chatten-Berry. Clerk read the response back from Gareth Wilson T/Chief Constable thanking Otley Parish Council for their support.
15.080 WSNT Priorities Setting Meeting Updates/Speed watch results/SAVID

a) Tony Barratt sent a report for the Otley Speedwatch which was read by Chairman Mr A Ling. The report included information on speedwatch data being used to help deploy speed enforcement officers, police visiting regular speeding offenders (reference to younger drivers). The landlord and landlady of the White Hart pub report a calming of traffic following speedwatch sessions and the use of a mobile VAS sign. However, speeding on Helmingham Road continues to be a problem as the majority of drivers are speedin
b) SAVID- Cllr Mr D Hook (SAVID representative) explained the initiative for 30mph stickers on bins and said he had looked into costs. After discussing, it was resolved that the Parish Council would purchase 250 stickers initially at a cost of £135. Proposed: Cllr Mrs I Lincoln. Seconded: Cllr Mr R Ling.  Cllr Mr D Hook said he would write a letter to accompany the stickers to explain the purpose and hopefully avoid villagers leaving bins out for longer than normal. Cllr Mr D Hook to continue to keep Parish Council up dated.
15.081 Community Council Report

Chairman Mr A Ling read minutes from Community Council.
Money has been spent on sealing the roof and back room of the village hall. Events coming up include Fireworks on Saturday 7th November. £3 adult, £2 child, £10 family of 4. Hot dogs and soup available.  

Christmas Dinner Dance on Saturday 5th December 2015. Amy Cranfield and James Green to organise.
More people are required to join the Community Council.

The next meeting is 7th December 2015, 8pm.  Cllr Mr R Ling will attend on Parish Council’s behalf.
15.082 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –
a) BDO Report- An email was sent to Councillors to say the Annual Return had been received. ‘There were no matters which came to our attention which required the issuing of a separate additional issues arising report’. Councillors accepted and approved the Annual Return. Formally received by Councillors. Proposed: Cllr Mrs J Vaughan. Seconded: Cllr Mrs I Lincoln. The Annual Return Notice of Conclusion is on display on the notice board outside the Doctors Surgery.
b) Councillors response to September Edition of Coastline Lite- none to report.

c) Suffolk Leaders Launch- locations for short stay stopping sites: discussed within Cllr T Fryatt’s Report. None suggested for Otley. It was felt Otley was not a prime location for such a site as too far from A14/A12.

d) Dog bin at Hubbards: removed as post damaged and posed a health and safety risk. NORSE have now replaced with a new one on lower post

e) Dates for next year’s meetings & Village Hall have been booked. Dates are as follows: 
Monday 18th January 2016

Monday 14th March 

Monday 16th May AGM

Monday 11th July 

Monday 12th September

Monday 17th October

Monday 12th December

f) Budget work for next year to be arranged after Finance meeting in November. Clerk to email possible dates.

g) Queen’s 90th Birthday Celebrations June 2016: When Jubilee was celebrated Jane Hall was a main organiser through the Church. Clerk to forward email to Jane and the Community Council.

15.083 Any Other Business 

None.
15.084 Questions – 
a) None from Councillors. Clerk asked Councillors if they were happy with what she is doing and if there is anything coming up or previous clerk did for them to let her know and she will endeavour to sort it for them.
15.085 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 14th December 2015
With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 9pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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