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OTLEY PARISH COUNCIL


DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 14th September 2015
Present:

Clerk:


Mrs R Green 
Chairman:

Mr A Ling
Councillors:
Mr R Ling, Mrs I Lincoln, Mrs J Vaughan, Mr D Hook, Mrs S Grant, Mr M Liddell,   Mr P Whiffing. 
The meeting opened at 7:30pm.  
15.052 Apologies for absence – Mrs A Lord, Cllr P Bellfield, Cllr T Fryatt, PC Howgego.
15.053 Declaration of interest to items on the agenda –none received.

15.054 Public Forum – there were no members of the public in attendance.
15.055 Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 13th July 2015 – It was resolved that the minutes of the meeting, circulated to all members, be signed as a correct record.  Approved by all councillors.
15.056 Matters Arising -  
a) The Tempodis 230 SI has been purchased, delivered and stored until the posts are installed. Tony Buckingham is completing the paper work.  Due to posts being installed on two roads within the village the paper work is a lengthy process.  It is likely to take another 14 weeks at least. Clerk to continue liaising with Tony Buckingham to check progress. Clerk to also claim funding from Cllr Bellfield.
b) Works on the new bus shelter at Newlands remains the same since the last meeting.  A new work schedule date has yet to be given.
c) The previous Clerk Mrs V Osborne has spoken to Mr Thorpe and an email was distributed to the councillors on 17th July 2015 explaining Mr Thorpe is happy to accept the post and rail fencing and have it installed by the Parish Council.  Mr Thorpe thought people might lean on the fencing but Mrs Osborne suggested he contacts the parish council if this should happen and take it from there. Mr Thorpe was also told any follow on maintenance would be his responsibility. Mr A Ling and Mr D Hook will arrange to get together in preparation of installing the fencing.

d) Kerbing of the unofficial layby at Gibraltar Road crossroads is in hand by Mr A Ling. 

e) New Clerk, Mrs R Green’s contract is almost complete. Holiday pay and pension need to be considered.
f) Non Designated Heritage Assets for Otley. Councillors discussed what buildings are of interest to persevere in Otley.  Mr P Whiffing to research which buildings may already be on the list at present. Councillors to then decide if any other building should be added and consider informing residents of being on the list and what it means to preserve and keep them.
g) Nobody had come forward to organise the Sport Relief Mile (Sunday 20th March 2016). Cllr Mr P Whiffing stepped forward and agreed he would organise the event.  Cllr Mr M Liddell volunteered to be a car parking assistant for the event.
h) Commonwealth Day (Monday 14th March 2016). Clerk has contacted Otley Primary School. The Head Mrs J Hubbard-Whiting has expressed an interest in the event. Clerk has registered Otley to participate and will remain in contact with the school. Costing of a flag: £38.00 including delivery plus VAT. Size: 90” x 54”. Purchasing of the flag was agreed. Proposed by Cllr Mrs I Lincoln and Seconded by Cllr Mrs J Vaughan. Clerk to order.
i) Sign obstruction at the junction of Gibralter Road/Swilland Road crossroads since the last meeting has been moved to a slightly better position at that location. Chairman Mr A Ling suggested it continues to be monitored as it appears to be alright at present.

15.057 Finance
a) It was resolved to authorise cheques for signature- payment of cheques agreed (auth by email) £44.77 Leavers Gift.

b) It was resolved to authorise payments since last meeting: £0.95 Clerk’s expenses. £189.49 Clerk’s salary. Invoices authorised by email: SALC (Clerk Course) = £54.00 Radarlux (Tempodis 230 SI) = £3,214.02.  RC Contracts (grass cutting) = £1,475.11. Suffolk Coastal District Council (Election Costs) = £125.00.
Chairman Mr A Ling submitted receipt for food purchased for Mr B Childs and Mrs V Osborne’s leaving gathering. £25.50. Proposed: Cllr Mrs I Lincoln. Seconded: Cllr Mrs J Vaughan.
Cllr Mrs J Vaughan requested authorisation to purchase bulbs for the area around the War Memorial. Councillors agreed to go ahead.
c) To receive the Financial report from the RFO including bank balances.
Bank balances are as follows: Community C/Acc

£2,249.00 CR



           Business premium Acc
£3,994.93 CR
d) To receive the Financial Statement. It was resolved that these be accepted in their present form.

Clerk explained differences in bank balances on agenda and financial statement. Current account was high in funds due to invoices due to be paid beginning/mid September and some of those payments had cleared since preparing the agenda. Chairman Mr A Ling also highlighted the difficulties Clerk had had in having authorisation to carry out payments.  None of the invoices were late being paid despite difficulties.

15.058 Planning Matters

To receive planning decisions :  
DC15/2131/FUL  Walnut Tree farm, The Green Ashbocking- Erection of a replacement pig rearing building.-Permission Granted 28/07/15.
DC15/2149 & DC15/2150 Two Hoots Farm- Resubmission of a single storey extension to north, replacement porch (demolish existing) and associated works. –Pending decision
To consider the following planning applications:
DC15/3003/FUL Twin Cottage, Helmingham Road- Proposed conversion of existing attached single garage & existing domestic outbuilding to form bedrooms and erection of link conservatory between principle dwelling and existing outbuilding.-No objection with concerns. Permission granted 04/09/15
DC15/3113/VOC  8 Chapel Road, Rear Garden- Variation of condition 2 of C12/2081 (revised plans) - No objections. Permission Granted 04/09/15
15.059 Highway Matters

a) Temporary Traffic Order C301 Chapel Road- 10/08/15-12/08/15. Following the road closure it was agreed Clerk would write to Highways requesting they could be more thoughtful and considerate to Otley village in the future due to the road being a main route in and out of the village. Councillors were sympathetic to Mr A Sunaway (Shopkeeper) who found the road closure disruptive to his business.
b) Over grown trees and shrubs along Helmingham Road between Ipswich Road and the White Hart Pub have been reported but have not yet been done. Clerk to follow up.

c) Request to cut back tree outside 16/17 Chapel Road has been reported again but yet to be dealt with by Highways.

d) Protection of Bus Shelter on Chapel Road: Chairman Mr A Ling to contact Mr Soames about possible options of protecting the bus shelter.
e) It has been bought to the attention of councillors that there is a nasty pot hole at the bottom of the hill along the road heading to High House.  Also a drain is collapsing on Church Road heading down towards Otley Bottom. Nearer the Cattery at Otley Bottom a drain is blocked and rain water is not draining away. Clerk to report all concerns to Highways.
15.060 Rights of Way
a) Update on Footpath 30. Cllr Mrs I Lincoln went and assessed situation and it is very over grown and impassable. Clerk to report to Highways.
It was also bought to the attention of the Councillors that the footpath 22 between Spring Park and Hall Lane is over grown. Cllr Mrs J Vaughan will go and assess.

b) Update on tree that is down at the back of Hubbards: Ongoing but hopefully sorted in the near future. 
c) Cllr Mr R Ling brought to the attention of other councillors that the hedge at Newlands requires cutting and he is willing to do the job. Councillors agreed to this being done.

15.061 District & County Councillor’s Report.
Councillors had been emailed a copy of Mr T Fryatt’s report prior to the meeting. (See separate copy of Councillor Tony Fryatt’s Report) Chairman Mr A Ling read his report with particular reference to section 3 ‘Preferred Site Allocations- Issues and Options Review’. Mr T Fryatt’s report states Otley’s Permissions & resolutions to grant permission was 37 and councillors believed this to have been previously agreed at 35. Clerk to query and investigate exact number and reasoning for the number.

15.062 Community Police Report  
Chairman Mr A Ling read the report from PC Howgego. 

There has been one recorded crime since your last meeting on 13/07/15 Helmingham Road. The report included statistics of comparisons to other parishes in the Woodbridge and District SNT area for the same time period. Otley is very low in comparison. Current priorities for SNT following the meeting held on 01/07/15 are as follows: 
· To monitor and deal with any issues raised in respect of youths driving their vehicles in the area of Hamblin Rd, Woodbridge and any other villages where they gather.

· To patrol rural areas and villages to reduce the opportunity for rural crime.

· To engage with dog owners, clubs and partner agencies to advise and educate owners with regards to their responsibilities.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    The next Priority Setting Meeting will be held at on Wednesday 21st October 2015 at 7pm, at Campsea Ashe Village Hall.

The mobile police station will be visiting Otley on Wednesday 16th September & 28th October 15 between 0845-0945 hrs, parked in the Village Hall car park.

Speed checks have been carried out on Helmingham Rd with 1 x Traffic Offence Report being issued.

There have been no recorded reports of anti social behaviour in Otley that I am aware of since your last meeting. The Woodbridge & District SNT has now relocated to the new office attached to the fire station; the address is Theatre Street, Woodbridge, IP12 4NE.
 It was suggested that an earlier time in the morning for the speed checking may be more effective. Clerk to contact PC Howgego with suggestion. Cllr Mrs S Grant plans to attend the next Priority Setting Meeting on Wednesday 21st October. Clerk to pass on agenda to Cllr Mrs S Grant once available.
15.063 WSNT Priorities Setting Meeting Updates/Speed watch results/SAVID

a) Tony Barratt had been in contact with Clerk regards Speedwatch Scheme. The Otley Speedwatch team was temporarily suspended due to faulty batteries. However, the team are now up and running again along with a new area co-ordinator. Tony Barratt asked about the additional funding from Cllr Peter Bellfield regards another camera. Clerk to update Tony Barratt regards purchase of Tempodis 230 SI and installation of posts.
b) SAVID- Cllr Mr D Hook (SAVID representative) said the next meeting was the end of October. There is the possibility of villagers having 30mph stickers to put on wheelie bins in order to raise awareness of speed with a visual reminder once a week on mass.  The Parish Council were happy to support this initiative and possibly could help with funding and distribution if necessary. Cllr Mr D Hook also mentioned of the up and coming big clean of road signs and removal of vegetation blocking signs.  Cllr Mr D Hook to continue to keep Parish Council up dated.
15.064 Community Council Report

Chairman Mr A Ling read de-briefing notes from Community Council.
Figures for the fete: £2429 of which £1493 is profit. The event worked well with village organisations. A successful event held. Next year’s date will be Saturday 2nd July 2016 is the date for fete and Otleyfest.
Chairman Mr A Ling also added the village hall roof has been sprayed with rubber. Decoration has been carried out internally. The back room has had a wall knocked through in the toilet area.

The next meeting is 7th December 2015.  Councillors will decide at the next Parish Council Meeting who will attend.
15.065 Matters to be brought to the attention of the Council –
a) Chairman Mr A Ling read letters of thanks from Mrs V Osborne and Mr B Childs.

b) Community Emergency Planning: Chairman Mr A Ling read parts of the CEP newsletter. Cllr Mr R Ling is the co-ordinator. It was agreed that current information requires updating.  Clerk to update and to also ask Cllr Mrs A Lord about e-plan procedures. Cllr Mr R Ling will attend the up and coming conference as Clerk informed councillors it may be difficult for Cllr Mrs A Lord to attend. Cllr Mrs S Grant said she was happy to join a committee to help with this project.
During discussion of CEP the issue of access to a defibrillator in the village came up. Cllr Mrs J Vaughan to continue enquiries and update at the next meeting. Cllr Mr R Ling suggested the phone box may be a good location for a defibrillator.
Cllr Mrs S Grant questioned whether there were any first responders in the area and suggested Cllr Mr R Ling mentions this at the CEP Conference along with the possibility of training for villagers so the defibrillator is accessible.
15.066 Any Other Business 

a) The issue of Gipsy Lane being used for more than local walkers is a concern. Cllr Mrs S Grant to make enquiries on how it can be made safer.
b) Cllr Mrs J Vaughan informed the Parish Council that there was a Scout/Cub/Beaver Group Camp the weekend of 18th September in celebration of the 40th Birthday.
15.067 Questions – 
a) Cllr Mrs J Vaughan raised question of smell in the ditch along Ipswich Road being dealt with. Clerk to contact Environmental Health Agency to alleviate problem.

15.068 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 19th October
With no further matters to discuss the meeting closed at 8:45pm
Signed ………………………………………………………………….   Dated …………………………………
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